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Abstract
The aim of this project was to investigate the feasibility of a recreational
cycle route suitable for bike touring for the Toowoomba Region. The route
in particular would be from Toowoomba to Crows Nest, tailored to one type
of cycling and designed to attract tourists to the region. Mountain Biking
was the type of cycling chosen as it caters to a wide range of people and is
an established tourism generator in many other areas of the world.
A survey was conducted to establish the riding habits and demand for
cycle routes from residents of the Toowoomba Region. The results from this
survey were analysed and used to form criteria for the analysis of the prelim-
inary routes that were chosen. In total six preliminary routes were chosen
and the two best in terms of analysis were combined to form one route that
is to be recommended to the Toowoomba Regional Council.
The chosen route starts in at Queens Park, Toowoomba, passes to the
western side of Mt Kynoch, through Highfields, to Cooby Dam, over Pepper
Mountain and through to Crows Nest. The trail provides for all rider diffi-
culty levels and incorporates other recreational opportunities in the Cooby
Dam area.
The trail is recommended to the Toowoomba Regional Council with the
view to expand Cooby Dam into a Mountain Biking Park and to link the trail
into the Lockyer Forest Trails. This strategy will attract cycling tourists to
the Toowoomba Region and boost the local economy.
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1 INTRODUCTION 1
1 Introduction
1.1 Background
Recreational cycling is an extremely popular past time in almost all regions
of Australia. The idea of a recreational cycling trail goes back as far as the
early 1900’s in Australia. Although these trails were no more than a num-
ber of roads selected as a route for a cycle journey, the idea is still the same.
Early bicycles were very primitive in terms of suspension and handling. They
could only be ridden on certain suitable surfaces such as bitumen, dirt and
gravel roads.
Mountain biking emerged as a result of a sport called Cyclo-cross. This
sport involved riding a road bike on a variety of surfaces and dismounting
the bike to carry it over certain obstacles on the course such as a fallen tree
or small boulder. (Wikipedia, 21 October 2008) Over time mountain bikes
were developed to better suit riding on rough terrain and to eliminate the
need to dismount the bike for obstacles.
Today Mountain biking is globally a very popular sport both in a compet-
itive sense and as a recreational pursuit. These opportunities, however, are
limited to the trails that are built for such a use. Mountain bikers, as will be
discussed in the Literature Review, have the potential to boost the economy
of a town or city close to which a trail network has been established. This
project aims to establish a trail in the Toowoomba Regional area in order to
attract Mountain Biking tourism and to promote Toowoomba as not only a
Garden City but also a Cycling City.
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1.2 Scope and Objectives of Project
This project aims to investigate the feasibility of a recreational cycle route
suitable for bike touring for the Toowoomba Region. The Toowoomba Re-
gional Council is keen for this project to be completed so that a route can
be established. They are interested in attracting tourists to the area and
to promote Toowoomba as a cycling city. As discussed later in the Litera-
ture review, there is a large demand for facilities in the South East corner of
Queensland.
Toowoomba City Council has in recent years adopted and documented
Cycle and Pedestrian Strategy. Action 26 of this strategy states:
‘Investigate future recreational routes for Toowoomba and extending into
surrounding shires, such as pathways along Gowrie Ck and other creek cor-
ridors, railway corridors and escarpment trails for walking, mountain bike
riding and horse riding, bike touring routes into other shires and suitable
end-of trip facilities. Include on Facilities Plan.’
The year 2008 saw the merging of several local councils into one large
regional council named Toowoomba Regional Council. Although the Action
26 was part of a Toowoomba City Council Strategy the fact that the councils
are now combined only allows for it to be implemented more easily. The
council personnel involved with this project are still keen to implement the
Action and see no reason why it should not happen due to the merging of
local governments.
There are several different forms of cycling such as road cycling, moun-
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tain biking and BMX and each of these types of cycling requires the use of
a different form of track or trail. Hence the planning and implementation
of these tracks and trails must be specific to one type of cycling, with the
possibility of other forms of use. Such other forms of use may include hikers
or horse riders. This project will focus more on mountain biking and general
use recreation trails. If all possible types of bike riding and trails were to be
considered the scope of the project would be too large and it would make
the project difficult to complete in the given time frame.
Bike touring is considered to be more for mountain bikers rather than
road cyclists. These trails are used by bike clubs, families and tourists on
riding holidays. The riding holidays are termed ‘bike touring ’. From this
concept it follows that bike trails are established with tourists in mind, so
that they pass tourist attractions and places of accommodation. A bike tour
can be anywhere from 1 day to 5 days long. Perhaps the most popular length
of tour is the 2 day tour. This is a tour that people can undertake on a week-
end. They can spend one day riding out, spend the night, and then ride
back, perhaps via a different route, the next day. This is the type of ride
that is most popular within clubs or organized group rides.
Toowoomba currently attracts large volumes of mountain biking tourists
to the Flight Centre Epic and to downhill races in Redwood Park. The
terrain surrounding Toowoomba’s eastern boundaries is particularly suited
to the development of mountain biking trails and parks. The Epic attracts
riders from as far away as South Australia and Victoria. The riders that
attend this event are likely to stay longer and inject more money into the
local economy if more trails and mountain biking parks were available.
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2 Literature Review
This literature review was undertaken to gain a solid understanding of recre-
ational cycling and mountain biking both within Australia and overseas. The
sources of information include International Mountain Bicycling Association,
relevant mountain biking websites, South East Queensland Trails, journal ar-
ticles and Toowoomba Regional Council documents.
2.1 International Mountain Bicycling Association
The actual planning of mountain bike trails is an established practice through-
out the world. The International Mountain Bicycling Association is evidence
of this. They are an American based organization that is recognized in most
countries around the world. The majority of trails designed here in Aus-
tralia are designed in accordance with IMBA guidelines and specifications.
The IMBA sponsors the World Mountain Biking Conference every 3-4 years.
This is a conference that is held for experts to meet and discuss the latest
techniques and success stories in the Mountain Biking world. There are no
actual papers presented at this conference, however the IMBA does provide
summaries of each presentation on its website. Those summaries that relate
to this project will be discussed here.
2.1.1 World Mountain Biking Conference 2006
Speakers on the topic ‘Building Trails in Urban Areas ’all had vast amounts
of experience in designing trails with limited land. Many noteworthy points
were made, such as the need for community consultation when designing any
sort of bike trail. It is best if the people that may be affected by it know
exactly what is going on, what is being planned and can have some input in
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some way.
Also mentioned was the opportunity to liaise with leaders of local cycling
clubs. These are generally the people in the know. Being the leaders they
will have an in depth knowledge of the particular sport they are involved in.
It is also likely that they have traveled to other places with similar facilities
and can give advice on what works and what doesn’t.
A topic brought up, which could be very relevant to this project, is the
possible combination of users of the trail. When designing a bike trail, there
is no saying that it can be just for mountain bikers. It may be more benefi-
cial, especially from a tourism point of view, to make it accessible to other
users such as hikers or bushwalkers, runners and even bird watchers. From
the book ‘Where to Mountain Bike’by Gillian Duncan, which has detailed
maps of various trails, it is evident that designing for multiple users is quite
common.
Designing mountain bike trails is very much a tourism practice. The
IMBA have published ‘15 Tips from IMBA on Developing Mountain Biking
Tourism’. These tips are used by trail designers around the world. Most
trails in Australia, and in particular in the South East Queensland, area are
designed in accordance with these tips.
For the purpose of this project, tips 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 13 and 14 are relevant.
The full wording of these tips can be viewed in Appendix B. Designing for
a variety of skill levels is the focus of tip 2. Where a trail can provide for a
variety of skill levels it will attract and wide range of users. The inclusion
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of an easy trail means that families will have the option of bringing their
children. Varying the moderate to advanced trail difficulty level will provide
an opportunity for more seasoned mountain bike riders to hone their skill or
just enjoy and easier ride.
The concepts presented in tips 3 and 4 are to ideally design trails to pass
tourist sites and to begin and end near accommodation and dining facilities.
There is more chance of attracting tourists from far away if there is some-
thing else to see other than the trails. There is a rule of thumb, ‘Optimally,
for every 1 hour of driving, a tourist should have options for at least 4 hours
of activity at the destination’. (Marketing for Mountain Bike Tourism, 2006)
Tip 8 highlights the importance of designing ‘developing durable, sustain-
able trails’.(15 Tips from IMBA, 2006) There is an increasing importance in
the global community to incorporate sustainable practices in new develop-
ments. A trail system that can be promoted as sustainable and environmen-
tally friendly is likely to attract more users than one that is not. Tourist
attraction, however, is not the only reason that trail should be sustainable.
There is also the cost of maintenance. If a trail is designed in a sustainable
manner then it should not need to be rebuilt, and should maintain itself
for the most part. Thus the maintenance costs are decreased and riders are
happy as there are no closures.
The final advice that IMBA gives in tips 13 and 14 is to provide as much
information as possible to the public. Some may think that bike touring is
for motor cycles or that mountain bike trails are only for riders with pro
bikes and good skills. Dispelling myths such as these will encourage tourism
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will flourish. Also singletrack is essential. ‘Singletrack is a term used to de-
scribe a trail that is only wide enough for one person or mountain biker at a
time. Singletrack is the most popular or sought after type of mountain bike
trail’.(About.com, 2008) This means that the trail doesn’t allow for riders
traveling in opposing directions to pass easily.
Sustainable trail building is a common practice in the modern mountain
biking world. Speakers at the IMBA Summit outlined three key goals that
all trail builders should strive for. They are:
1. Limit Environmental Impacts
2. Keep Maintenance requirements to a Minimum
3. Avoid User Conflicts
(Designing Sustainable Trails, 2006)
The most important environmental impact that can be controlled in the
design stage is erosion. Designing to keep water off the trail and to keep the
riders on it will greatly reduce the occurrence of erosion. The half rule, ‘A
trails grade should not exceed half the grade of the side slope’, (Designing
and Building Sustainable Trails, 2006), will limit the water movement across
the surface and reduce its erosion effects. In terms of avoiding user conflict,
the trail design should be singletrack. This will eliminate the possibility of
head in collisions. There are two critical trail building tips;
1. Avoid the Fall Line Fall-line trails usually follow the shortest route
down a hill - the same path that water flows. The problem with fall-line
trails is that they focus water down their length. The speeding water
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strips the trail of soil, exposing roots, creating gullies, and scarring the
environment.
2. Avoid Flat Areas Flat terrain lures many trail builders with the initial
ease of trail construction. However, if a trail is not located on a slope,
there is the potential for the trail to become a collection basin for water.
The trail tread must always be slightly higher than the ground on at
least one side, so that water can drain properly.
(Designing Sustainable Trails, 2006)
Although the actual physical design of the trail will not be considered
in this project, the above information can be incorporated in terms of the
sections chosen for off road trails. These sections can be chosen according to
the terrain and the current runoff conditions to be most suitable for building
a sustainable trail.
Another concept for location of bike trails is disused railroads or adjacent
to operating rail lines. This is termed ‘rails-with-trails’. (Rails-with-Trails,
2002) Rail road reserves are already publicly owned and therefore there are
no costs involved in the acquisition of land. Generally the grades are practical
and gentle, the reserve is wide and the surface has already been stabilized.
This makes it easy to convert the disused land into bikeways or to add a
bikeway beside the rail lines. Western Australia currently has hundreds of
kilometers of rails with trails. This type of bikeway tends to be used for non
recreational purposes and so will not be discussed in any further detail.
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2.2 South East Queensland Trails
There are many trails already established in the South East Queensland area
that are specifically for mountain biking. The book ‘Where to Mountain
Bike’, compiled by Gillian Duncan and the Gap Creek Trails Alliance con-
tains maps and details of trails within the South East corner of Queensland
and Northern New South Wales. There are over 800km of trails detailed in
the book over 20 different sites. The trails range north to Nambour, south
to Byron Bay and as far inland as Gatton and Nanango. These trails are
used by local residents and tourists alike. The book is aimed at attracting
mountain bike tourism to these trails.
Each trail map includes several pieces of important information for riders.
The first is the name and contact number of the Local Authority office that
manages the trails and a statement as to whether a permit is required to ride
on the trail. Permits allow the trail managers to limit the number of riders
on a trail at a time and to monitor the traffic through private property and
sensitive parkland.
The trail is then ranked in terms of Technique, Fitness and Distance.
Technique ratings range from easy to difficult. The Fitness ratings range
from low to high, thus indicating the fitness level required of a rider to com-
plete the trail. The Distance is not actually ranked, the length of the trails
is provided instead so that the rider can make the choice themselves.
A detailed, to scale map of the trail network is then provided. Shown on
the maps are all the available trails, in different colours and line types. These
varying colours and line types indicated different formats and usage types of
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trails. Some are single track whilst others may be fire trails. Trails that can
be used by hikers and horse riders as well as mountain bikers are indicated
separately to those that are for mountain biking only. Descriptions of the
trails and photos of various sections are included to fill the page. This gives
the rider an idea of what the trail will be like before they choose to ride it.
One trail map in this book is of particular importance to this project. It
is a map of the Lockyer Forest Trails. These trails are located in the Lockyer
Valley between Gatton, Helidon and Ravensbourne near Mt Perseverance.
They are controlled by the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service office in
Toowoomba. The downhill trail beginning at Ravensbourne actually starts
within the new Toowoomba Regional boundary. This indicates that the trail
being planned for this project can be marketed in terms of a network in the
Toowoomba and Gatton region. This may attract more riders.
Whilst this project will not include the development of detailed maps, it
will include a description of the trail to be recommended and photos of that
trail. ‘Where to Mountain Bike’, is a valuable resource in terms of identifying
trails that already exist and the composition of those trails. This information
can be used to better plan the trail for this project.
Gillian Duncan presented a talk entitled ‘Mountain Bike Riding on Pub-
lic Land - The Struggle for Access in SE Qld’, at the Australian Tracks and
Trails Conference in October 2004. The presentation highlights the struggle
mountain bikers have in terms of gaining access to publicly owned land for
the purpose of riding.
It also explains what singletrack is and compares it to walking tracks
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within State Forests and bushland. Mountain bikers prefer singletrack to
any other type of trails. It provides challenges for the rider, keeps them
aware, brings them closer to nature and slows the speed at which they travel.
The issue with accessing publicly owned land can be avoided by council
if the trail is placed so that it passes predominately through land which is
already council land. This includes roads that may not have been built yet
but are designated to be a road in the future and large sections of land that
the council owns. The three dams in our region are an example of this.
One last thing that Gillian highlighted in her presentation was that riders
prefer a 2-3 hour ride that covers approximately 20-30km. This will be
incorporated into the project when target trail lengths are established.
2.3 International Trail Success Stories
2.3.1 Mountain Biking in Rotorua
Rotorua is a city on the North Island of New Zealand that has a population
of 65,000 people (Wikipedia, 23 October 2008). Whakarewarewa Forest is
the location of the trail network which has attracted mountain bikers from
all around the world. The network is made up of 65km of purpose built
mountain biking trails and forest connection roads. In 2006 the UCI World
Mountain Bike Championships were held at Rotorua. This championship is
one of the most significant in the world.
A study in 2005 showed that the annual income direct from the moun-
tain biking tourists is approximately $4.35 Million (APR Consultants, 2006).
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While as many as 3000 participants were at the trail at one time for the Cat
Eye Moon Ride. This is just one success story that shows the benefits to a
local economy of attracting mountain biking tourism.
2.3.2 Maah Daah Hey Trail
The talk on ‘Mountain Biking Tourism Success Stories’, at the World Moun-
tain Biking Conference, revealed one particular trail in North Dakota, USA,
that is a large scale version of what this project is trying to achieve.
The Maah Daah Hey trail is a 90 mile (approximately 145km) long trail
that stretches from the Theodore Roosevelt National Park through the Little
Missouri National Grasslands to a small town called Medora. It is a single-
track trail constructed from the soft clay soils in the area. Camping and
water facilities have been installed by the Forest Service at seven sites. The
trail is approximately a four day ride and is considered a beginners trail. It
is also a multi-use trail, with hikers and horse riders able to use it.
Medora is a small Historical town in Billing County, North Dakota with
a population of just 100 people. From a tourism point of view the trail
has increased the number of people that have visited Medora which was
previously a remote town. This has in turn boosted the local economy.
2.4 Toowoomba Regional Routes and Events
2.4.1 Toowoomba Cycle Routes
Toowoomba currently has 6 cycle routes on it website. These routes are
all within the Toowoomba City boundaries and are confined to local roads
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and footpaths. These routes were established with the aim of encouraging
tourists to cycle past particular Toowoomba tourist attractions. They range
from easy (5km in length) to hard (35km in length). Appendix C shows the
maps that are available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website.
The Caledonian Estate Ride is one of the easy rated rides. It starts at
the Tourist Information Centre and finishes in the Caledonian Estate and is
5km in length. The route incorporates the Mothers Memorial, Queens Park
and Cobb and Co Museum. The route is designed with tourists in mind and
seeks to highlight some of the many tourist attractions Toowoomba has to
offer.
The Prince Henry Ride is classed as intermediate as it is 5.8km long and
includes challenging terrain. It contains a 2.5km uphill section that is classed
advanced. This route is also designed for tourists; however it does not seek
to pass them by tourist attractions. It is instead a scenic ride that incorpo-
rates two lookouts and one park. Riders also get to see some of the large and
beautiful houses in the Prince Henry Heights area.
There are three club training rides. These are all classed either advanced
or intermediate/advanced. The ride lengths very from 25 to 35km and vary
in ride times depending on rider ability. They are the training rides of the
Toowoomba Cycle Club and Club Bikeline. Whilst not directed at tourists
in particular they do provide options for tourist to choose to do a section of
the route.
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2.4.2 Toowoomba Epic
The Flight Centre Classic is a 100km mountain biking marathon race. It was
the first of its kind in Australia and is still the most prestigious and popu-
lar. The trail used for the event starts at Preston Peak and ends at Peppers
Hidden Vale. Set on the Bicentennial National Trail, the trail incorporates
a singletrack, farm tracks, fire roads and sealed roads, giving competitors a
large variety of experiences.
The event is held annually in August over an entire weekend. The week-
end includes a novice race and children’s race on the Saturday, both of which
are very short in terms of distance. Also held on the Saturday is the Peppers
Enduro, previously known as the Mega Epic. This race is for a cash prize
and is run over 75km of singletrack. Riders who compete in this race have
a chance to gain points towards the Sunday race and therefore increase the
chance of a large cash prize.(Cycle Epic, 2008)
The actual Flight Centre Classic is held on the Sunday along with the
Medura Pursuit (half Epic of 50km) and the Epic Teams Relay. Winning
the Classic is a great achievement and competitors travel from all over the
country just to take part in the weekend’s events. Toowoomba has had this
innovative development in Australian Mountain Biking on its doorstep for
many years now. The fact that people are willing to travel a long way just to
compete should further encourage council to provide more mountain biking
facilities like the planning of the trail for this project.
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2.4.3 Fitch’s Feats
Crow’s Nest is already far ahead of Toowoomba in terms of bike tourism
marketing and planning. The Fitch’s Feat tour guide was established several
years ago with the aim of attracting tourists to the Crow’s Nest Shire. It is
a guide to hiking and mountain biking in the old Crow’s Nest Shire Region.
In particular it details the area from Cabarlah to Crow’s Nest. The trails are
named after Crow’s Nest cyclist Ben Fitch in honour of his cycling prowess
and service during World War I. (Crows Nest Tourism, 2008)
The Fitch’s Feat trail network is the most important in terms of this
project as it is already established within the design area chosen by the
Toowoomba Regional Council. The trail map details 13 trails which are
suitable for hiking and bike riding. Each trail has a small description of
the tourist attractions that can be seen. The map itself indicates the types
of roads and difficulty for each trail as well as accommodation, information
centers, service stations, cycle repair shops and coffee shops.
This will be particularly useful in the feasible route selection phase since
the trails indicated on the map are already available to the public for riding.
Therefore there will be no need to gain permission for mountain bikers to
use them.
2.5 Mountain Biking Categories
There are three key mountain biking categories that are particularly relevant
to the development of this project. They are Cross Country, Downhill and
Freeride. Before the format of the trail can be decided upon a mountain
biking category must be selected. For this to happen there must be an
understanding of each category.
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2.5.1 Cross Country
Cross Country mountain biking involves singletrack trails and is defined as
‘rides where you usually pedal along the whole ride without lift access or
shuttle and don’t need any extraordinary equipment to complete the ride’.
(About.com, 2008). This is the most accessible type of mountain biking for
general riders. It doesn’t require special equipment or skills and provides
recreational opportunities to any rider. The majority of mountain biking
trails are cross country trails.
2.5.2 Downhill
Downhill mountain biking is generally ‘involves very high speeds over very
dangerous and technical terrain’. (About.com, 2008). To ride on a downhill
trail the rider must have a downhill bike. These bikes are built very tough
and have special suspension and brakes to help the rider over the difficult
terrain. Downhill mountain biking is therefore limited to those who have the
equipment to use such trails. Toowoomba already has a downhill mountain
biking trail in Redwood Park. It travels down the range to Withcott.
2.5.3 Freeride
Freeride mountain biking ‘involves large drops, jumps, and manmade stunts’.
(About.com, 2008) This type of mountain bike riding is designed to test the
riders skill and to provide and extreme sporting experience. Freeride moun-
tain biking can be included into cross country trails as options for rider or
in the form of a mountain biking park provide specifically for riders to test
their skills.
Mountain biking is a very popular and global past time. The information
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that has been reviewed here is just a small section of what is available. The
range and variety of information was too large to include more in this review.
They information that has been presented is that which was most relevant to
this project and presents the most benefit to the completion of the project.
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3 Methodology
3.1 Preliminary Work
Before any work could be begin on this project a design and study area
needed to be chosen. This involved a meeting with two Toowoomba Regional
Council staff, Sue Hendren and Kristina Dickman. Since the councils had
just merged into a large Regional Council, there was no need to just focus on
Toowoomba City itself. The new Toowoomba Region Council area, shown in
Figure 1, was however far to large a study area. There was hence a need to
narrow down the study area according to councils priorities.
Figure 1: Toowoomba Regional Council Area Map
After having discussed the project at length it was decided that the area
of focus should be the area between Toowoomba City and Crows Nest within
the Toowoomba Regional Council boundaries. It is considered that the area
would be more beneficial than others as is close to many tourist attractions,
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accommodation facilities, state forests and dams. The Highfields area in par-
ticular has a very high growth rate and therefore the demand for recreational
facilities is growing.
3.2 Toowoomba Bike Survey
The purpose of conducting a survey was to develop a profile of the average
Toowoomba regional bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the
Toowoomba Region. Therefore the questions contained in the survey had to
guide the result to be useful in terms of the analysis of the feasible routes.
A blank survey has been included in Appendix D.
3.2.1 Demographic Profile
The first question was ‘Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?’. This
seemed to be a logical first question as the survey aims to establish local
rider’s demands and habits. Therefore results from riders from elsewhere
would not be applicable. The next question was to establish the gender of
the respondent. This would then allow for later analysis of results to include
gender preferences and demand according to gender. This along with the
following Question 3, which establishes age brackets, would create a profile
of the target audience for this project.
The next logical step was to establish whether the respondent could actu-
ally ride a bike and whether or not they currently owned a bike of some sort.
There would be no use in people answering the four questions that followed
if they couldn’t ride or didn’t own a bike.
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3.2.2 Current Bike Usage
The following four questions where aimed to determine the current recre-
ational cycling activity conducted by the respondent. Question 6 of the
survey is ‘How often do you ride your bike’. The options given for the re-
spondent to circle where once a week, once a month, once in 6 months, once
a year and never. This would later allow for the separation of frequent riders
from those who only ride periodically. Question 7 asked ‘Why do you ride
your bike?’. Options provided where fitness, social, transport and recreation.
This project is solely focused on recreational cycling, therefore this question
allows for the elimination of those respondents that uses their bike for trans-
portation.
The focus of Question 8, naturally, is to ascertain what type of bike
the respondent actually rides. The options were mountain, road, BMX and
other. The answers to this question would give an appropriate indication
of the type of trail needed, since each type of bike uses a different form of
trail. This project is essentially focusing on mountain biking and cycling
forms that are closely related to it, there was a need to identify what type of
mountain biking the respondent currently undertakes. This question should
only be answered by those who said they owned a mountain bike and so this
was included in the wording of the question. ‘If you ride a mountain bike,
what type do you undertake?’. The answers received from this question will
allow for the identification of current routes and facilities in the Toowoomba
area.
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3.2.3 Knowledge and Demand
Current cycling routes in the Toowoomba City council boundaries where
identified as part of the literature review. Question 10, a question all respon-
dents should answer, is designed to ascertain whether or not the respondent
is aware of these trails. The following question then asks if the respondent
would use a trail if they where aware that it existed.
The questions from this point on in the survey were specific to this project.
The next few questions were designed to determine if the respondent would
use a trail between Toowoomba and Crows Nest or perhaps even a small
section of this trail. If they were to use a small section then the preferable
section should be identified. Questions 12 through to 14 address are related
to this.
3.2.4 Trail Attribute Demand
Questions 15 through to 19 are specifically worded to ascertain information
about preferences in terms of the physical location and attributes of the trail.
Question 15 is to determine whether an on-road or off-road trail would be
more desirable, or whether in fact a trail that utilizes both would be more
popular. Secondly, if an on-road trail where more desirable, it would be ben-
eficial to know whether the traffic volume would have a great impact on the
use of the trail. It is also possible that traffic volumes could be the cause of
users wanting an off-road trail. Question 16 aims to determine this.
Difficulty level is a very important factor when designing a trail. It is
therefore imperative that the desired difficulty level is established and the
defining factors of that difficulty level are identified. Question 17 gives the
3 METHODOLOGY 22
respondent the option of three different difficulty levels. Question 18 then
asks the respondent to identify what defines difficulty level for them. They
are given Terrain, Length of Trail and Trail surface as options and the op-
portunity to either choose one or a combination of factors.
Considering that this project is not only for local residents but also strives
to attract tourist to Toowoomba, the second last question is provided for the
purpose of identifying facilities the user wish to be included on the trail. The
options of water taps, toilets, shops, accommodation, car parking, tourist at-
traction, parks and picnic areas where provided for the respondent to chose
from. Again they had the option of choosing either one facility or a combi-
nation of facilities.
3.2.5 Further Comments
A final question was included not only to fill the final page but to also provide
the respondent with the option to add any comments or ideas that would not
have been covered on the questions. This allows for gathering information
that would not otherwise be made available in response to a survey.
Once the survey was completed it was sent out to Club Bikeline, Toowoomba
Bike Users Group (TBUG), Toowoomba Mountain Biking Club and Toowoomba
Cycle Club. It was also emailed to various university students and local work-
places and given to a PE teacher at Harristown State High School.
3.3 Compilation of Survey Results
The surveys themselves were returned in two forms; electronic and paper.
In order to analyse the responses provided an electronic compilation of the
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results was used. The results were compiled into several excel spreadsheets.
In order to best use the survey results for analysis of the feasible routes
the survey results must be considered in groups. This would allow for anal-
ysis according to type of respondent. It allows for the separation of regular
bike users to those who aren’t and the separation of school age children from
adult. It also allows for the separation of the local bike clubs into user types.
For example the Toowoomba Mountain Biking Club members use different
trails to those who are member of the Toowoomba Bike Users Group. Hence
an analysis of these two groups as separate identities would be beneficial to
the assessment of user needs.
Four separate spreadsheets were used. One called TBUG which incorpo-
rates the responses from Club Bikeline, Toowoomba Bike Users Group and
the Toowoomba Cycle Club. Another called HSHS which contains the re-
sponses from school aged children at Harristown State High School. One for
the Toowoomba Mountain Biking Club responses and the last named ’Other’
to incorporate all responses that do not fall into the first three categories.
Each individual spreadsheet was set up in the same style for consistency.
A table format was used in which the number of the survey was listed down
the left hand side. This would allow for a count of the number of surveys that
were completed for each group. The survey questions and optional answers
were listed across the top of the table.
For each answer circled on the survey the numeral ’1’ was placed in the
corresponding box. This is shown in Table 1. This allows for each column to
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be summed and then each answer can be compared to other answers.
Survey
No.
TMBA Res. Gender Age Bracket
Yes No Male Fem. <18 18-25 26-40 41-55 Over 50
1 1 1 1
2 1 1 1
3 1 1 1
4 1 1 1
5 1 1 1
6 1 1 1
7 1 1 1
8 1 1 1
9 1 1 1
10 1 1 1
Table 1: Example of Survey Compilation
Question 20 asked for the respondent to provide any further comments
that they though would be of relevance to the survey. These comments have
been compiled into Appendix E and will be discussed in a later section.
3.4 Method of Feasible Route Selection
Once the survey had been completed six feasible route sections were chosen
for analysis. Three of the routes were from Toowoomba to Highfields and
three from Highfields to Crows Nest. The routes were chosen in sections
rather than entire Toowoomba to Crows Nest routes to allow for better anal-
ysis and selection of the route to be recommended. By analysing the routes
in separate sections the two most suitable sections can be put together to
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create an overall route that would best suit the council’s needs. If entire
routes were analysed instead there would be no option to combine the best
aspects of each route into one optimal route, and hence would restrict the
effectiveness of the analysis and selection processes.
The routes were chosen according to guidelines and current practice men-
tioned in the literature review and the survey responses. For consistency all
the Toowoomba to Highfields routes start at Queen’s Park in Toowoomba
and end at Highfields Road in Highfields. All the Highfields to Crows Nest
routes start at Highfields Road and end at Crows Nest Park in Crows Nest.
In reality most people would start their ride either from their house or place
of residence or, in the case of tourists, from their place of accommodation.
However there is a need for consistency and similar parameters to allow for
an appropriate and effective analysis.
Route sections were chosen with the aid of Google Earth and Google Maps
as an initial guide as to the location of current roads and the connectivity of
those roads. They were also used for an aerial assessment for trees and ob-
stacles relating to the off-road sections. According to the IMBA guidelines,
a trail must ideally pass tourist sites, parks and other recreational facilities.
This was one of the factors in the process of choosing sections. The sections
were ideally made up of back roads, where there would be less traffic. They
were made to pass as many parks, recreational facilities and tourist attrac-
tions as possible. In the sections between the built up areas, the routes were
chosen in places that would provide views of the open country side. This is
a desirable trait in terms of tourism.
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All six routes were chosen from these aerial methods which meant there
was a need to then drive the routes where possible and make an assessment
of the terrain and likelihood of putting off-road section where they had been
placed. It also presented a chance to assess the traffic on the roads, shoulder
widths, footpath locations etc. All these elements were required for ranking
the route in the analysis process.
In the case where some routes where not suitable an alternative was
chosen. This was the case with the sections that were to the eastern side
of the New England Highway on the escarpment between Mt Kynoch and
Highfields. Some sections that were clear from an aerial point of view were
far too mountainous to consider a trail.
3.5 Route Analysis Criteria Selection
The sections were chosen as either Toowoomba to Highfields or Highfields to
Crows Nest for the purpose of separate analysis. This allows for an evalua-
tion of each segment in more depth. It will also allow for the separation of
certain aspects in the ranking process, therefore it provides for more versa-
tility in the analysis process which in turn would produce a more suitable
and desired route. This method of evaluation and analysis will produce a
better outcome. It will allow for the most suitable aspects from each leg of
the trail to be combined into one trail with a multitude of desirable qualities.
Once the routes had been ranked the two best sections, one from Toowoomba
to Highfields and one from Highfields to Crows Nest would be combined to
make on entire route
In order to analyse the feasible routes certain criteria must be established.
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These criteria must reflect the aim of the route and the needs of the poten-
tial users of the route. The following criteria were established according to
survey results and information gained during the literature review.
The first three criteria refer to the question eighteen of the survey. They
all define the difficulty level of the trail. The ‘Surface’ criterion refers to
the make up of the surface of the route. Asphalt being an easy surface, dirt
being a medium difficulty surface and rough gravel being a high difficulty
surface. The ‘Terrain’ criterion refers to the variety and size of the slopes
encountered on the trail. These difficulties would range from an easy terrain
being relatively flat to a hard terrain containing continuous hilly regions.
The New England Highway from Blue Mountain Heights to My Kynoch is a
long section with a gentle slope. Even though it has a gentle slope it is still
a challenge for fit riders. Thus it follows that even though a trail may not
contain excessive slopes it can still be challenging and therefore the difficulty
must be judged by the length of the slope and variety of slopes.
Length, although nominated the least important factor of difficulty, was
only ranked just below surface. The ‘Length’ criterion refers to the length
of the route both in distance and time. The target length of a medium
difficulty trail will for this project be 20km between Toowoomba and High-
fields, with a travel time of approximately 1.5 to 2 hours. This represents
close to half the route length. The Highfields to Crows Nest has a target
length of 30km and a ride time of approximately 3 hours. This gives and
overall route target length of 50km and a ride time of approximately 5 hours.
The IMBA guidelines refer to catering for as many skill levels as possible
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in order to attract a variety of riders. For this reason the criterion ‘Variety’
was chosen. It refers to how well the trail caters to varying difficulty levels
through variations in terrain and surface. In order to assess this criterion the
frequency of changes of surface and the terrain is assessed. Along with this
assessment of the physical features of the trail, the variety criteria also assess
the changes in scenery. Changing scenery keeps a rider interested and makes
the trail more enjoyable. Changes in scenery included the change from urban
to rural environments and that of farmland to State Forest land.
All trails cost money both in the design and establishment stage as well as
for maintenance when in use. A trail that can minimize costs and maximize
experience is ideal. The ‘Cost’ criterion refers to the costs associated in ne-
gotiating usage of private land, building of suitable trail in off-road sections
and maintenance costs when the route has been established. The more the
trail uses on-road sections the less the cost will be. However, this needs to be
balanced out with the variety criteria which require use of off-road sections.
One of the survey questions asked respondent if they felt discouraged from
riding their bike because of the growing traffic volumes in the Toowoomba
area. The majority of people answered ‘yes’ to this question. Therefore it is
feasible to have ‘Traffic Volumes’ as an assessment criterion for the routes. In
order to assess this criterion, the proportion of road used that are not main
or arterial roads will be assessed as the type of road will give an indication
of the volumes of traffic that use it. It would be impractical and very time
consuming to conduct traffic counts for the entire length of all three routes.
Each route contains one or more off-road section. These sections, how-
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ever, are not all on private land. The assessment criterion ‘Private Land’
refers to the suitability and the amount of the private land to be used. The
Toowoomba Regional Council will have to conduct negotiations will the land
holders to gain access to their land and will then have to compensate the
owner if any trail building is required on that land. If the off-road section
were to go through publicly owned land then the costs of establishing the
route would be significantly less. This criterion is hence closely related to
the cost criteria. The most beneficial circumstance would be to have no use
of private land.
The ‘Recreation’ criterion is an assessment of the suitability of the route
for recreational purposes rather than transport purposes. Recreation can in-
clude fitness and social aspects. This criterion is assessed in a similar manner
to the variety criterion. It looks at the directness of the route and it’s vicinity
to recreational facilities such as parks and sports centers.
The remaining criteria are directly related to the facilities question on
the survey. It asked the respondents to nominate which facilities they felt
were important on a bike trail. Water tap, Toilets and Parks and Picnic
Areas were identified as the three most important facilities. It follows that
the three criteria to assess these would be ‘Toilets’, ‘Water Taps’ and ‘Parks
and Picnic Areas’. They are all assessed by the availability of these facilities
either on the route or very close to the route.
The other facilities are Shops, Accommodation, Car Parking and Tourist
Attractions. The four final criteria are these. They are also assessed by the
availability of the facilities on or close to the route. They are however not
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as important as the other facilities and therefore the rank allocated to them
will be halved before being added to the total for the route.
3.6 Route Ranking Scheme
The routes will be ranked according to the criteria specified in the previous
section. The ranking system will have a range from 1 to 5, 1 being the worst
and 5 being the best. The score descriptions are as follows:
1. Low Suitability
2. Slight Suitability
3. Average Suitability
4. Good Suitability
5. High Suitability
There are fifteen criteria in total. Eleven criteria of those have a highest
score of 5 and four have a highest score of 2.5. Thus the maximum score a
route could obtain is 65. The routes are not only compared by score but also
by percentage suitability. The final score is expressed as a percentage of the
maximum 65 marks.
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4 Feasible Route Sections
The route sections will be detailed in this chapter. There are no detailed
maps available for the routes only general outlines. Detailed mapping and
planning are not part of this project. This project only aims to identify a
feasible route for council to develop further. Each route is given as a series
of directions either from Queen’s Park in Toowoomba to Highfields Road or
from Highfields Road to Crows Nest Park in Crows Nest and as an aerial
map included in Appendix F.
4.1 Toowoomba to Highfields
4.1.1 Section 1
Start at Queen’s Park Toowoomba. Ride along Hume Street to Campbell
Street and turn right. Along Campbell Street to Mary Street, turn left.
Travel along Mary Street to North Street and turn left. Continue along North
Street to Stuart Street, turn right. Follow Stuart Street past the Southern
Cross Reserve, Horn Park and Kate Street Park to Kate Street and turn left.
At the end of Kate Street turn right onto Ruthven Street. Follow Ruthven
Street as it turns into the New England Highway until just before Mt Kynoch.
At Weale Street turn left. Up until here the route has been entirely on
bitumen roads. Weale Street only has 100m of bitumen as it has not been
entirely built yet. The rest of Weale Street through to Old Goombungee Road
will be an off-road section of trail. Follow Weale Road to Old Goombungee
Road, turn right. Travel along Old Goombungee Road to Kieman Road,
turn right. Kieman Road is a well graded dirt road. Follow Kieman Road to
Harch Road, (a sweeping left turn). Follow Harch Road straight ahead into
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the off-road trail. They road appears to continue around a right hand corner,
however the section of Harch Road that is yet to be buit goes straight ahead.
This is the next section of the off road trail. It goes through to Mitchell Road.
Turn right onto Mitchell Road and follow to the New England Highway, turn
left. Continue along highway to traffic lights at Cawdor Drive and turn left.
Follow Cawdor drive to Kuhls Road and turn right. Continue along Kuhls
Road to Highfields Road.
4.1.2 Section 2
Start at Queen’s Park Toowoomba. Ride along Chalk Drive to Ruthven
Street and turn right. Travel along Ruthven Street to Bridge Street, turn
left. Follow Bridge Street to Mort Street, turn right. Follow Mort Street
to Hermitage Road (a railway crossing on what appears to motorists as a
side road); turn right, cross railway line and follow trail cross country to Old
Goombungee Road, turn left. This is the first off-road section for this route
although it is not shown on the map; since, on the map, Hermitage Road
appears to go all the way through to Old Goombungee Road.
Turn left onto Old Goombungee Road and follow to Kieman Road, turn
right. Travel along Kieman Road as it turns a left hand corner into Harch
Road. Follow Harch Road (an off-road section as described in Section 1)
to Mitchell Road. This is the second off-road section for this route. Follow
Mitchell Road to the New England Highway, turn left. Travel along New
England Highway to Highfields Road.
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4.1.3 Section 3
Start at Queen’s Park Toowoomba. Ride along Chalk Drive to Ruthven
Street and turn right. Along Ruthven Street to Griffiths Street, turn left.
Along Griffiths Street to Old Goombungee Road, turn right. Follow Old
Goombungee Road, past Reg Veacock Park and Blue Mountain Heights Re-
serve Park, as it turns into Hogan Road. Continue along to Shirley Road,
turn right. Follow Shirley Road as it turns back into Old Goombungee Road
to Cawdor Drive; turn right at the sign to Highfields. Travel along Cawdor
Drive into Kratzke Road. Follow Kratzke Road into Highfields Road. This
entire route is on-road, with footpath options in several built up areas.
4.2 Highfields to Crows Nest
4.2.1 Section 4
Start at the intersection of Highfields Road and Kuhls Road. Travel along
Kuhls Road to Barracks Road, turn right. Follow Barracks Road to Cronin
Road, turn left. Along Cronin Road to Meringandan Road, turn right. Along
Meringandan Road to McEwan Road, turn left. Along McEwan Road to the
end, turn right into Evans Road. Go to end of Evans Road. This is the first
off-road section. Turn off-road and follow trail to Shostaki Road.
Travel east along Shostaki Road to the New England Highway, turn left.
Travel along New England Highway to Adams Road, turn left. Down Adams
Road and left into trail. Follow trail across Reuschle Road to Robinson Road.
At Robinson Road turn left. Travel along Robinson Road to Patzwald Road,
turn right. This is the second off-road section for this route. There is 1500m
of off-road trail until it meets up with what is already Patzwald Road.
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Along Patzwald, across Geham Road to Connolly Road, turn right. Along
Connolly Road to Pioneer Road, turn left. Follow Pioneer Road as it turns
into Kahler Road, continue following to Valewood Road, turn right. Along
Valewood Road to Merritt’s Creek Road, turn left. Follow Merritt’s Creek
Road to the New England Highway, turn left. Follow New England Highway
into Crows Nest Park.
4.2.2 Section 5
Start at the intersection of Highfields Road and Kuhls Road. Travel along
Highfields Road to Meringandan Road and turn right. Follow Meringan-
dan Road to Kleinton School Road, turn left. Travel along Kleinton School
Road and veer left into Klein Road and follow to Cooby Dam Road, turn
left. Follow Cooby Dam Road to Lane Road, travel to end of Lane Road and
enter second section of off-road trail cross country to Pepper Mountain Road.
Follow Pepper Mountain Road as it turns into Mervyn Road and continue
along until it reaches Stack Road, turn right. Follow Stack Road to Kahler
Road and turn left. Follow Kahler Road to Valewood Road and turn right.
Travel along Valewood Road to Merritt’s Creek Road, turn left. Follow
Merritt’s Creek Road to Millard Road, turn right, and then left onto the
New England Highway. Follow the highway to Marion Road and turn right.
Along Marion Road into Pechey Forestry Road, continue to Perseverance
Dam Road, turn left. Follow Perseverance Road to Charles Street, turn left.
Along Charles Street, turn right onto New England Highway and follow to
Crows Nest Park.
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4.2.3 Section 6
Start at the intersection of Highfields Road and the New England High-
way. Travel along the New England Highway to Borghardt Road, turn right.
Along Borghardt Road turn left into Cronin Road and follow across the New
England Highway to Barracks Road, turn right. Follow Barracks Road across
the New England Highway to Links Road and turn left. Follow Links Road
to Evans Road, turn left. At the end of Evans Road turn right onto the New
England Highway. Follow New England Highway out of Cabarlah to Perkins
Flat Road and turn right. Along Perkins Flat Road to Connolly Road, turn
right. Follow along Connolly Road to Mount Luke Road and turn left.
Continue along Mount Luke Road until it comes back to the New England
Highway, turn right. Follow New England Highway to Brennan Road, turn
left. Travel along Brennan Road to Hampton Road, turn right. Follow
Hampton Road through to the New England Highway, turn left. Turn right
into Wilkes Road. Along Wilkes Road to McMullen Road, turn left. Follow
McMullen Road to Forest Drive, turn right. Along Forest Drive to Munro
Road, turn left. Turn right back on to McMullen Road and continue to Misty
Mountain Road, turn left. Along Mist Mountain Road to Grapetree Road,
turn right. Follow Grapetree Road as it turns into Perseverance Dam Road.
Continue as it then turns into Dale Road, turn left into Albert Street. At the
end of Albert Street turn right onto the New England Highway and follow it
into Crows Nest Park.
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5 Results and Analysis
5.1 Survey Results and Analysis
The survey was completed by local cycling groups Bikeline, Toowoomba Bike
Users Group (TBUG), Toowoomba Mountain Biking Club and Toowoomba
Cycle Club. It was also completed by local residents from Harristown State
High School, University of Southern Queensland and local businesses. The
Other and HSHS response groups represent local residents who do not nec-
essarily ride a bike every day.
In total, 143 survey responses were collected. The results will be discussed
in a combined manner. That is all the results are put together to achieve an
overall response profile.
5.1.1 Demographic Profile
The first question asked in the survey was designed to determine whether
or not the respondents were from the Toowoomba Region. The responses
showed that 94% were. The remaining 6% are in Toowoomba quite often
but come from neighboring local council regions. This indicates that these
people would still be able to use the trail if they wanted to.
The responses to Question Two show that 79 males and 64 females replied;
which when expressed in terms of percentages is 55% male and 45% female.
This is an almost ideal situation. There is no great bias toward either sex.
The age spread of respondents is grouped toward the under 18 age cate-
gory as shown in Figure 2(c). This is due to that high number of high school
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students that responded to the survey. These under 18 responses have the
potential to sway all the other results away from those who ride regularly
as part of a club or local group. For this reason certain questions responses
will not only be analysed in terms of the whole response but also in terms of
responses from certain bike riding clubs in the Toowoomba area.
(a) Residence Proportions (b) Proportion of Male and Fe-
male
(c) Age Spread of Respondents
Figure 2: Demograhpic Profile of Respondents
Almost all of the respondents said that they could ride a bike. The sur-
veys, in which respondents said they couldn’t ride, then had answers for the
following questions that indicated that they in fact owned a bike and rode
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regularly. These particular surveys were from the high school group of re-
spondents. The contradicting information would not benefit the outcomes
of the survey and so was disregarded. Hence for the purpose of analysis it is
assumed that all respondents can actually ride a bike.
Of those who ride, 83% actually owned a bike. The 17% who don’t own
a bike were either of high school or university age. The fact that no older
people said they didn’t own a bike is due to the fact that the respondents
in those age groups were predominately from the local bike riding clubs. It
would make sense that if they belonged to a riding club then they would own
and ride a bike.
Figure 3: Proportion of Bike Ownership
5.1.2 Current Bike Usage
The proportion of people who own a bike had been established, the next step
was to determine how often they rode, what type of riding they do and for
what reasons. Figure 4(a) indicates that 60 people ride their bike weekly.
This means that 50% of people ride their bike at least once a week. They
may perhaps even ride daily, though this was not an option on the survey.
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18 people said they never ride their bike, this is only 15%. Less than 15% of
people ride monthly, 6 monthly or yearly.
(a) How often bike owners ride
(b) Motivation for Riding
Figure 4: Bike Usage of Respondents
This project is specifically aimed at recreational cyclists. There was there-
fore a need to determine the current motivational factors behind the riding
behaviors of local residents. Figure 4(b) indicates the responses to Question
Seven. It is clear that fitness is the most popular motivation for bike riding,
followed by recreation. Fitness itself can be a reason for pursuing recreational
activities. The social aspect of riding was ranked only just above transport.
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For the purpose of this project transport is not being considered. It was
however important to establish whether transport is a major motivational
factor for riding a bike in the Toowoomba region. The results show that that
is not so.
(a) Type of bike riden
(b) Type of Mountain Biking undertaken
Figure 5: Type of Bike Usage of Respondents
The results show that the trail should be designed to provide fitness and
recreational opportunities for the users. These are provided through the se-
lection of the terrain and length of the trail. A long flat ride through scenic
country provides for this as does a short challenging trail that tests a rider’s
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skill.
Questions Eight aims to establish what type of bike respondents ride.
Figure 5(a) indicates the types of bike ownership and the number of people
that own them. As shown, mountain bikes are the most popular type of bike.
This indicates that the decision to design this trail to cater more to mountain
bikers than other types of cyclists is justified.
Due to the fact that the trail will be catering to mountain bikers, Ques-
tion Nine responses will establish the types of mountain biking currently
undertaken by the respondents that do own mountain bikes. Figure 5(b)
indicates that Freeride and Cross-country/ Recreational riding are the most
popular types. There was a major flaw in this question. Not all the respon-
dents understood what the terms meant. They should have been defined in
the preamble. Freeride was in most parts taken to mean exactly that, a free
recreational ride on which you do as you please. This is in fact not the mean-
ing of the term as discussed in the Literature Review. For the purpose of
this survey analysis, it will be assumed that at least half of the respondents
who answered Freeride actually meant recreational. This is ideal as the trail
is being designed to be a cross-country trail.
5.1.3 Knowledge and Demand
The Literature Review discussed the cycle routes that are already mapped
out on the Toowoomba Regional Council website. The survey responses show
that most people do not know that they exist. In fact 82% of people were
not aware that they were available. This indicates that the council will need
to provide much better marketing for this trail in order to attract users.
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(a) Awareness of Current Routes
(b) Demand for Trail
Figure 6: Knowledge of Respondents
When asked if they would use a designated bike trail, 65% of people said
yes. This indicates that there is only demand from certain groups for desig-
nated trails. The demand numbers are shown in Figure 6(b).
The survey results show that only 48% of people would use a bike trail
from Toowoomba to Crows Nest. However, they show that 92% of people
would use a trail from Toowoomba to Highfields. The demand is greater in
this area due to most of the population being located there. Also the ma-
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jority of respondents live in Toowoomba or Highfields. If more Crows Nest
residents were surveyed the results may be different.
(a) Specific Trail Demand (b) Parial or Whole Route Preference
(c) Section Demand
Figure 7: Demand from Respondents
5.1.4 Trail Attribute Demand
Figure 8(a) below indicates that 57% of respondents don’t have a preference
for on or off-road riding. This is ideal as the trail will be a combination of
on-road and off-road sections. The second most desirable preference was for
off-road trails. The section of trail from Highfields to Crows Nest will be
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made up predominately of dirt surfaced roads and so this will additionally
cater to the preferences of the respondents.
(a) On-road and Off-road Preference
(b) Discouraged by Traffic Volumes
Figure 8: Riding Preferences of Respondents
‘Traffic Volumes’ is one of the criteria that the sections will be judged
by. Question Sixteen of the survey asked respondents if traffic volumes dis-
couraged them from riding their bike. Of the people who chose to answer
this question 57% answered yes. This would indicate that traffic volumes are
important but not crucial to the success of a trail.
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The target trail difficulty is important in terms of attracting riders to the
area. Local residents predominately prefer a medium difficulty trail. That
is 54% said they would prefer medium difficulty whilst 29% preferred easy
difficulty and 17% preferred hard difficulty. Due to the fact that more people
want a medium difficulty trail that is the target difficulty level for this trail.
(a) Difficulty Preference
(b) Difficulty Definition
Figure 9: Difficulty Preferences of Respondents
Difficulty can mean different things for different people. Question Seven-
teen aims to establish what defines difficulty for the respondents. As shown
in Figure 9(b), of the three options 96 people said terrain defines the diffi-
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culty whilst 65 chose the length of the trail and 70 chose the surface of the
trail. All of these defining factors are criteria for the selection of the final
route; however terrain will be the most important factor.
The demand for facilities can be seen in Figure 10. Water taps, Toilets
and Parks and picnic areas are the most in demand. For this reason the
rankings awarded to each route in terms of these facility criteria will be kept
as they are. The rankings given to the other facilities will be halved because
they are considered, by the respondents, not as important.
Figure 10: Facilities Demand of Respondents
5.1.5 Further Comments
The further comments that were contributed as Question Twenty of the sur-
vey are included in Appendix E. Comments 1, 5, 12, 22, 23 and 24 are of
particular use and importance to this project.
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Comment 1 discusses how the Toowoomba Mountain Biking Club has
already worked with the Toowoomba City Council to legalize the downhill
and 4X tracks already existing in the area. Due to the fact that the coun-
cil has already legalized these they should have some prior knowledge as to
what is involved in allowing public access to land that the council already
owns. This in turn means that the trail designed as part of this project will
be easier to establish if it uses more council owned land than private land.
Comment 5 reinforces this and highlights the fact that mountain bike races
are already held in the Toowoomba area on a regular basis. These events
however are not very large and the provision of more facilities and improved
facilities will enable more races to be held and hence attract more visitors to
the Toowoomba region.
Comment 12 is very significant. It talks about the Cooby Dam area and
the track that already exist there. These tracks, however, are illegal for use
by mountain bikers. From the description Cooby Dam is an ideal place for a
mountain biking park. All the facilities are already there for visitor. There
are public toilet and water taps in the picnic areas near the dam wall and
also near the boat ramp. Cooby Dam may be a very viable option for a sec-
tion of the trail with the option for council to incorporate a mountain biking
park there in the future. Comment 23 reinforces the option of using land
that council already owns and has access to, for the purpose of establishing
mountain biking trails.
Comments 23 and 24 both talk about the Rotorua Mountain biking fa-
cilities. These particular comments prompted an extension of the Literature
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Review to include information about Mt Rotorua trail and the benefits that
the establishment of these trails has brought to the local economy.
5.2 Route Analysis
5.2.1 Section 1
The surface is predominately bitumen and therefore is suitable for all levels
of rider competency. There is one off-road section on Harch Road which
when established would be an easy to medium difficulty level as it will be
comprised of a dirt surface only. Overall the trail is classed as having an easy
surface type. Thus, the ‘Surface’ ranking will be 3 as the surface is of average
suitability. This surface ranking could be increased in the design stage for
the off-road section. The design of any off-road trails can be tailored to a
desired difficulty level.
The terrain is hilly and the slopes are steady. This means they do not
change more than twice over a 500m section. The changes that do occur
are very small. When traveling from Toowoomba to Highfields, Old Goom-
bungee Road is mostly downhill and so is considered easy. The section on
Harch Road however contains a combination of up and downhill sections,
both in moderation. These can be modified when the trail is actually built
to further suit the needs of the riders. The sections of trail that are in built
up areas are all at good grades as the roads must be for vehicular traffic.
The trail is what would be categorized an easy to medium trail in terms of
terrain. From this it is established that the ‘Terrain’ ranking is 4 as the
target difficulty is medium and therefore is of good suitability.
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This section is 17.8 km in length. That represents as an easy to medium
difficulty route. The target difficulty level is medium and the length is 20km
as stated in the criteria definitions. Therefore the ‘Length’ ranking for this
section will be 4 as it is of good suitability to the target length of route.
The trail has no great variety in terms of surface types or terrain. It
does contain a variety of scenery, road widths and density of buildings. The
road widths change with the density of population, being wider in town and
on the Highway and narrower on the back roads behind Mt Kynoch. This
section of route is of average suitability in terms of variety and therefore the
‘Variety’ ranking will be 3.
There are no sections of off-road trail that enter private land. The off-
road section that is included goes through a designated road reserve and so
should already be public land. For this reason the costs associated with set-
ting up the trail will be relatively low. The ‘Cost’ ranking for this section is
4 as it is of good suitability.
Section 1 uses two sections of the New England Highway; one in a 70km/h
zone and one in a 60km/h zone. The traffic volumes on these particular sec-
tions will be high. Old Goombungee Road also has an above average amount
of traffic during peak hours and very narrow shoulders for riders to ride on.
There is however a wide road reserve on which to establish a track for moun-
tain bike rider to use if desired. The other roads tend to all have adequate
room and relatively low traffic volumes. It follows that the ’Traffic Volumes’
ranking for this section will be 3 as it is of average suitability.
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As stated in the cost evaluation, the land that will be required for an
off-road trail is already public land and therefore there will be no need to
negotiate use and access to private land. It is therefore appropriate for the
‘Private Land’ ranking to be 5.
The sole purpose of this section of route would be to go for a ride and
to visit the local parks. There are no technical challenges or downhill sec-
tions where riders could test their skills and the tourist attractions available
are limited. The only off-road section can, within the design process, pro-
vide more recreational opportunities. The route is of average suitability and
therefore the ‘Recreation’ ranking for this section of route is 3.
This route section passes a total of three parks and picnic areas, exclud-
ing Queen’s Park. They are namely, Southern Cross Reserve, Horn Park
and Kate Street Park. These parks are all within one small section of the
route in Toowoomba City boundaries. The route also finishes in close prox-
imity to William Park in Highfields. It is also in the close vicinity of the Mt
Kynoch Lookout. This is an average amount of parks, however very bunched
together. It follows that the ‘Parks and Picnic Areas’ ranking will be 4 as it
is of good suitability.
All of the aforementioned parks have public toilet facilities and therefore
there is also a good availability of facilities for riders. For this reason the
‘Toilets’ ranking will be 4.
These parks also contain water taps. Whilst riders, generally, will take
water with them but these taps provide an opportunity to refill those bot-
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tles. The water tap availability is of good suitability and so the ’Water Taps’
ranking for the route is 4.
All the routes that start in the centre of Toowoomba near the main shop-
ping centers start off with a ‘Shops’ ranking of 3. In other words the first
three sections will all start with an average suitability in terms of shops.
As there are only a few shops along the New England Highway near Blue
Mountain Heights the ranking will stay as 3. This number must however be
divided in two and so becomes 1.5.
The multi-storey car park in Neil Street is a good site for riders to park.
There are however no parks in the Highfields area for public use. All the
available car parks are for customers of local business only. Additionally
there are no mid route car parking facilities. The ‘Car Parking’ ranking
therefore is 3, as the suitability level is average. This ranking must also be
divided by two and becomes 1.5.
Accommodation is only required at each end of the trail. Toowoomba has
a large range of motels and hotels to choose from, many of which are close
to the start of the route. Highfields also has a motel on the Highway which
would be suitable for tourists. From this high availability of accommodation,
the ‘Accommodation’ ranking is 5. This ranking when halved becomes 2.5.
The route travels past many tourist attractions in the Toowoomba area.
It starts at Queen’s Park and incorporates the Botanical Gardens and Cobb
and Co. Museum. It is also in close proximity to the Mt Kynoch lookout.
This is not a great variety of tourist attractions and they are all within the
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one section of the route. On this basis the ‘Tourist Attractions’ ranking is 3
as the suitability is only average. When halved this rank becomes 1.5.
5.2.2 Section 2
The trail surface in this section is very similar to that of Section 1. Ap-
proximately four fifths bitumen roads and one fifth dirt trails and roads.
The off-road sections will be of a dirt surface when they are constructed and
should be clear of most obstacles. The surface is classified as easy to medium
difficulty and of average suitability and thus the ‘Surface’ ranking will be 3.
The terrain of this section is very similar to that of Section 1 for the most
part. It is hilly with steady grade changes. It does, however, contain a large
section of highway which has very steady grades and is not very challenging.
The highway grade from Mitchell Road to Highfields Road is relatively flat
and is classed as easy terrain. Due to the fact that this route section contains
a substantial section of easy terrain the ‘Terrain’ ranking is 3 as it is only of
average suitability.
This trail is 15 km long and is the shortest of all the trails. It represents
an easy route as it is 5km shorter than a medium route. For this reason the
‘Length’ ranking is 2 as it is of slight suitability.
As the terrain and placement of this section is similar to that of Section
1, the variety presented by the routes is also similar. This section provides
the rider with two off-road sections which makes up for the fact that the
ride along the highway into Highfields doesn’t have many terrain changes.
The scenery changes considerably from the off-road sections to the on-road
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sections. The ‘Variety’ is therefore also 3 as it is of average suitability.
The off-road section incorporated in section 1 is also a part of section
two. There is however an additional off-road section in this trail. The cost of
establishment and up keep of this trail will therefore be only slightly higher
than that of section 1. For this reason the ‘Cost’ ranking will be 4.
The New England Highway through Highfields has recently been up-
graded from a two lane carriageway to a four lane carriageway. This was
due to an increase in the traffic through the area. This section of route
contains 1.9km of on Highway riding. As discussed previously in the survey
results, traffic volumes discourage people from riding their bike. For this rea-
son the ‘Traffic Volumes’ ranking is 2 as there is excessive use of the Highway
and it is only slightly suitable.
Both off-road sections in this route are already public road reserves. There
should therefore be no need for negotiation of use of Private land and the
costs that could be associated with that. For this reason the ‘Private Land’
ranking for this route is 5 as it is of highly suitability.
This route contains two off-road sections which provide a great oppor-
tunity for recreation. The limited availability of parks and tourist attrac-
tions, however, reduces the non-riding recreational possibilities. Therefore
the ‘Recreation’ ranking will be 3 as it is of average suitability.
Public toilets are readily available at the two parks along the route. Toi-
lets are most important at the start and end of a route; however, it is desirable
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but not crucial for them to be available at the half way point as well. These
parks are both in the Toowoomba City area. Should the rider wish to stop
for a toilet break closer to Highfields, they would not be able to. For this
reason the ‘Toilets’ ranking is 3 as it is only of average suitability.
The availability of water taps is the same as the availability of toilets,
since they are only available at parks. Thus the ‘Water Taps’ ranking is also
3.
Only two parks are in the vicinity of this route. One of them is in fact
Queen’s Park where the route begins. This is not as many parks as would
be desirable to a tourist route. Due to the slight suitability the ‘Parks and
Picnic Areas’ ranking will be 2.
Due to the fact that this route runs along the New England Highway
into Highfields, it will pass by more shops than the other two routes into
Highfields. There are many shops and cafes along the Highway that target
tourists and so would be suitable for cycling tourists. The ‘Shops’ ranking
will be 4 for this route as it is of good suitability. When halved this ranking
will become 2.
The car parking situation for this route is the same as that for Section
1. Therefore the ‘Car Parking’ will also be the same. It will be 3 and when
halved will be 1.5.
As stated previously accommodation is only required at the start and end
of a trail. This is provided for very well in this section thus the ‘Accommo-
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dation’ ranking is 5. When halved this becomes 2.5.
This section predominately passes through industrial parts of Toowoomba.
This means there is limited availability of any tourist attractions. The open
countryside presented once the rider is out of the built-up area of Toowoomba
City is only let down by the fact that the route also passes the Wetella Waste
Water treatment plant. This is not very desirable from a tourism point of
view. Therefore the ‘Tourist Attractions’ ranking for this section of route is
2 as it is only slightly suitable. When halved this becomes 1.
5.2.3 Section 3
Section 3 has a similar surface make up as Sections 1 and 2 but for the fact
that it is entirely made up of bitumen roads. There are no off-road sections
included in this route. Thus the surface for the entire route is classed as easy
and therefore the ‘Surface’ ranking will be 2.
The terrain in this section is predominately gentle hilly land with steady
grades suitable for cars traveling at 60 to 80km/h. This type of terrain is
classed as an easy to medium difficulty. Since the desired difficulty level for
the trail is medium, the ‘Terrain’ ranking for this section will be 3.
The length of this section is 18.2km, which is the closest of all the sections
to the 25km medium difficulty level. For this reason the ‘Length’ ranking is
4. It cannot be given a ranking of 5 as it is still 6km shorter than the desired
length.
Due to the fact that the route is entirely on road, the variety level in
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terms of surface is very low. This being the longest section from Toowoomba
to Highfields, however, presents a larger variety of scenery than the previous
two routes. The variety as compared to the two previous routes is not sig-
nificantly different. It receives a ‘Variety’ of 2, due to the fact that is has no
off-road sections.
The set up and maintenance costs for this route will be very low because
there are no off-road sections to design and construct. The only costs asso-
ciate would be marketing costs. This is a highly desirable situation and for
this reason the ‘Cost’ ranking will be 5.
The route has a large section of the New England Highway at the be-
ginning in the form of Ruthven Street. Ruthven Street is one of the busiest
streets in Toowoomba. There are footpaths for the most part and the lanes
do not have very wide shoulders. Footpath riding is not considered desirable
by touring riders. The speed limit is 60km/h which is the same as all other
major roads in Toowoomba. The volumes involved in this section are the
largest along the entire route. Once the rider is on Old Goombungee Road
the traffic volumes decrease all the way into Highfields. This section has an
average suitability in terms of traffic volumes. The ‘Traffic Volumes’ ranking
is therefore 3.
Section 3 is entirely on road and so there is not need to consider the
private land usage. For this reason the ‘Private Land’ ranking is 5 as it is
highly suitable.
This section of route presents less recreational opportunities that the
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first two sections because there are no off-road sections. For this reason the
‘Recreation’ ranking is 2 as it is only slightly suitable.
The parks that are passed in this section are Kratzke Oval in Highfields,
Reg Veacock Park and Blue Mountain Heights Reserve Park. Two of these
parks are near Toowoomba and one in Highfields. This is a good in terms
of the spread of facilities. The ‘Parks and Picnic Areas’ ranking is therefore 4.
The public toilets at these parks are positioned in good strategic places
along the route and are in plentiful supply. For this reason the ‘Toilets’ rank-
ing is 4 reflecting its good suitability.
These parks also contain water taps. Riders generally will take water with
them but these taps provide an opportunity to refill those bottles. There are
taps at the beginning of the trail, at one third of the way and two thirds
of the way. This is a good availability condition and so the ‘Water Taps’
ranking for the route is 4.
The only shops encountered along this route are those in the Toowoomba
City area. There are none in the Highfields area. Therefore the ‘Shops’
ranking is 3, which reflects its average suitability. When halved this rank
becomes 1.5.
The car parking availability is the same as that for both Section 1 and 2.
It follows that the ’Car Parking’ would also be the same. Therefore it is 3
and when halved becomes 1.5.
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Start and end accommodation facilities, whilst not directly on the route,
are highly adequate for the needs of touring riders. The ‘Accommodation’
ranking is 5, and when halved becomes 2.5.
There are no significant tourist attractions on this route. The route also
passes the Wetella Waste Water treatment plant which is not desirable from
a tourism point of view. For these reasons the ‘Tourist Attractions’ ranking
is 2, as it is only slightly suitable. When halved this ranking becomes 1.
5.2.4 Section 4
The surface is predominately well graded dirt roads with some use of bitu-
men and asphalt surfaced roads. The dirt roads are all back roads that are
relatively flat and well graded with good drainage. The bitumen roads are
those leading out of Highfields and the New England Highway leading in
to Crow’s Nest. This section of route overall represents a medium difficulty
surface. The desired surface difficulty is medium so the ‘Surface’ ranking will
be 5 as it is highly suitable.
The terrain is mostly gentle and hilly, with some long flat sections near
Highfields. Merritt’s Creek Road near Pechey State Forest is comprised of
rolling terrain as is Pioneer Road. The terrain target difficulty is medium;
this trail represents an easy to medium difficulty. For this reason the ‘Ter-
rain’ ranking will be 4.
This section has a length of 33km, which is only 3km longer than desired.
It is the closest of all three routes from Highfields to Crows Nest to the tar-
get 30 km lengths. For this reason the ‘Length’ ranking is 5 as it is highly
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suitable.
The variety of terrain in this trail is similar to that of Sections 1 to 3.
The variety of scenery is greater since the trail is longer and passes through
a large section of off-road trail. The ‘Variety’ ranking for this section will be
4 as the section is of good suitability.
Due to the large section of off-road trail that passes through private land
the establishment costs for the trail will be high, as will the maintenance
costs. This is not as desirable as having trails on land that is already pub-
licly owned. For this reason the ‘Cost’ ranking for this route will be 3 as it
is only of average suitability.
With the exception of the section on the New England Highway leading
into Crows Nest from Millard Road this section of route is made up entirely
of back roads. These back roads do not carry large volumes of traffic and
are therefore safer for rider to ride on. For this reason the ‘Traffic Volumes’
ranking will be 3 which is comparable to the ranking awarded to Sections 1
through to 3 which have similar proportions of Highway sections.
There is a 1500m off-road section in this trail that is entirely through pri-
vate property. It travels through 2 separate properties. The most beneficial
circumstance would be to have no sections of trail through private land. For
this reason the ‘Private Land’ ranking is therefore 3 as it is only of average
suitability.
The recreational opportunities presented by this route are not as varied
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as those in Section 5. The riding experience is in itself a good recreational ex-
perience. The lack of parks and picnic areas, however, limits the non-riding
recreational choices of tourists. The ‘Recreation’ ranking is therefore 2 as
there is only a slight suitability to the criteria.
Toilets are available at the start of the route at William Park and at the
end of the route at Crows Nest Park. There are no toilets available mid route.
Due to this limited availability of public toilets, the ‘Toilets’ ranking will be 2.
This section of route does not pass any parks or picnic areas. It does
pass in close proximity to William Park in Highfields and ends as all other
routes do at Crows Nest Park in Crows Nest. Due to this lack of facilities
the ‘Parks and Picnic Areas’ ranking will be 2 as it is of only slight suitability.
The availability of water taps is the same as the availability of toilets and
parks. It follows that the ranking for this will also be the same. Thus the
‘Water Taps’ ranking is 2.
Shops are available at the start and end of the route but not in the middle.
This is the same situation encountered in all of the routes from Highfields
to Crows Nest. For this reason the ‘Shops’ ranking will be 3 as it is most
suitable for the area the trail is in. This rank when halved will become 1.5.
The only public car parking available is at Crows Nest next to Crows
Nest Park. This would mean that if people wanted to ride only half of the
trail they would have to start at Crows Nest instead of Highfields. This is
not as suitable as having car parking at some other point on the route as
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well. For this reason the ‘Car Parking’ ranking will be 3. When halved this
ranking becomes 1.5.
Accommodation is available both in Highfields and Crows Nest. This is
all that is required. Even though the accommodation is not directly on the
route, it is still in close enough proximity to be used by riders. The ‘Accom-
modation’ ranking will therefore be 4. When halved this becomes 2.
Tourist Attractions along this route include The Cuckoo Clock Centre,
the Barracks Golf Course, the Cabarlah Markets and the Pechey State Forest.
These are likely to attract tourists who wish to participate in more that just
riding a trail. Therefore the ‘Tourist Attractions’ ranking will be 4 as it is of
good suitability. This ranking when halved will become 2.
5.2.5 Section 5
The surface of this trail is predominately dirt and sandy dirt. More than half
is made up of dirt roads and trails. The Cooby Dam area and in particular
the Pepper Mountain and Stack Road area provide some challenging sur-
faces. These particular surfaces can be defined as medium to hard difficulty.
The rest of the route is a medium difficulty surface as it is made up of well
graded dirt roads and a little section of bitumen road. The ‘Surface’ ranking
is 4 as it is of good suitability for the requirements of this trail.
The terrain in the Cooby Dam and Stack Road area is moderately chal-
lenging. The terrain in the rest of the trail is hilly and steady in it changes.
The route can be described as having an overall terrain difficulty of medium
to hard. This means that the ‘Terrain’ ranking will be 4 as it is of good
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suitability.
This section is 35km long which is only 5km longer than a medium diffi-
culty route. Thus the route is classified as a medium to hard difficulty route
and the ‘Length’ ranking is 4 as it is of good suitability.
This section, in particular the part which passes through the Cooby Dam
area, presents a wide variety of experiences for riders. There is a wide range
of terrain, surfaces and scenery. There is also variety in terms of other activ-
ities in the Cooby Dam Reserve. These activities range from water sports to
picnicking. All of these types of activities will attract tourism and are highly
suitable to the trail objectives. For this reason the ‘Variety’ ranking for this
section is 5.
This particular section may present, in terms of set up cost, the highest
value, depending on the trails and tracks that are currently available within
the Cooby Dam area. If permission is given for riders to use the 4WD tracks
that already exist then there would be no establishment cost at all. If, how-
ever, new trails had to be set up this could present a much higher cost. The
ranking will be based on the best possible scenario and therefore assumes
that as many existing trails as possible will be used. Therefore the ‘Cost’
ranking will be 4.
Highfields Road will be the busiest road in this section. Highfields Road
is busy generally during peak hours only, with a steady flow of traffic during
the day. The speed limit on the road outside of built-up areas is 80km/h.
Meringandan Road is also an 80km/h road. The traffic on these roads whilst
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not in great volumes does present some risk to riders. Since the conditions
on these road is not as bad for riders as on the New England Highway the
‘Traffic Volumes’ ranking is 4. This accounts for all the sections past Cooby
Dam and in the Cooby Dam area which present very little traffic at all.
As discussed in the evaluation of costs for this route, there is no private
land to be acquired and to negotiate the use of. Therefore the ‘Private Land’
ranking will be 5.
The recreational possibilities presented by this trail are a plenty. Most of
them are in the Cooby Dam area. They include picnics, water sports, hiking
and four wheel driving. From a rider’s recreation point of view, the trail and
4WD tracks from Cooby dam through to Kahler Road provide a great deal
of recreational opportunity. They are challenging trails and provide riders
with a chance to test their skills. The ‘Recreation’ ranking will be 5 for this
trail as it is highly suitable.
Toilets are available at Cooby Dam and at Crows Nest Park. This is an
adequate number of facilities for the route length. The ‘Toilets’ ranking will
therefore be 4 as it is of good suitability.
The parks and picnic areas provided in this trail are highly suitable.
There is a range of picnic area available for public use in the Cooby Dam
area. There are, however, no parks between Cooby Dam and Crows Nest.
This is not of any great consequence as the Cooby Dam picnic areas are
almost at the half way point. The ‘Parks and Picnic Areas’ ranking will be
5.
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The picnic areas provide public water taps that are suitable for riders to
use. They are only available at Cooby Dam and at the end of the route.
This is a good supply of water. Therefore the ‘Water Taps’ ranking for this
section of route will be 4.
The only shops available for this route are those in Crow’s Nest and High-
fields Shopping Centre. This is not a large amount of shops for such a long
route, however as identified in the survey, shops are not a critical criteria.
Therefore the ‘Shops’ ranking is 3. When halved this ranking becomes 1.5.
There is no public car parking in the Highfields area. However, in the
Cooby Dam picnic area and beside Crows Nest Park there is adequate park-
ing for riders. None of this parking requires payment so the ‘Car Parking’
ranking is 4. When this ranking is halved it becomes 2.
There is a variety of accommodation available at the Crow’s Nest end of
the route. There are also motels and hotels in Highfields, particularly along
the highway. These, although not directly on the route, are close enough to
be used by riders. Thus the ‘Accommodation’ ranking for this route is 4.
When halved this becomes 2.
The major tourist attraction for this route is Cooby Dam itself. The
‘Tourist Attractions’ rating is therefore only 3. When halved this becomes
1.5.
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5.2.6 Section 6
The surfaces encountered in this section are similar to those encountered in
Section 4. They are predominately well graded dirt surfaces with the occa-
sional bitumen section. For this reason the ‘Surface’ ranking will be 4, the
same as for Section 4.
The terrain is very similar to that of Section 4; mostly hilly, rolling coun-
try with well graded dirt roads and gentle changes of slope. The ‘Terrain’
ranking for this section of route will be 4.
The length of this section is 35.5km, the longest of all six sections. Since
the length of a medium difficulty route is 30km, this section would then
be classed as a medium to hard route similar to Section 5. Therefore the
‘Length’ ranking will also be 4.
Misty Mountain Road and Mount Luke Road are very scenic rides. They
present a good contrast to the semi rural experience provided by the rest of
the route. The variety in terrain and surface are of a good level. Due to the
good variety this route presents the ‘Variety’ ranking is 4.
There are no off-road sections incorporated in this route. Therefore the
cost of establishing the route is very low as the only costs involved will be
marketing. The ‘Cost’ ranking is therefore 5. Due to the fact that there are
no off-road sections involved in this route the ’Private Land’ ranking will be 5.
This section has the lowest use of the New England Highway of all six
sections. It incorporates a large number of dirt back roads that are not used
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a great deal and therefore the traffic volumes encountered are very low. This
is the most desirable situation from a rider’s point of view. The ‘Traffic Vol-
umes’ ranking for this section is 5.
The recreation provided by this route is slightly higher than that of Sec-
tion 4 as it passes through Geham State Forest as well as Pechey State Forest.
It also does so on minor roads rather that the highway. For this reason the
‘Recreation’ ranking will be 3.
The parks and picnic areas available are the same as for Section 4. It fol-
lows that the rankings for all things related to this would also be the same.
For this reason the ‘Parks and Picnic Areas’ ranking is 4; which when halved
becomes 2. The ’Toilets’ ranking is also 4; which when halved becomes 2
also. Whilst the ’Water Taps’ ranking is also 4; which when halved becomes
2.
The shops available for this route are those in Crow’s Nest and Highfields
Shopping Centre. As stated previously this is not a large amount of shops
for such a long route, however as identified in the survey, shops are not a
critical criteria. It is likely that the people that would use this route would
only require shops at the start and finish locations. Therefore the ‘Shops’
ranking is 3. When halved this ranking becomes 1.5.
The car parking situation is exactly the same as in Section 4. It is there-
fore logical that the ‘Car Parking’ ranking will also be the same. The ’Car
Parking’ ranking is 3; which when halved becomes 1.5.
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The start and end accommodation is of good suitability for this route.
As has been discussed previously, there is no real need for accommodation at
the mid point of the route. The ‘Accommodation’ ranking is 4. When this
is halved it becomes 2.
Tourist Attractions along this route include The Cuckoo Clock Centre,
the Barracks Golf Course, the Cabarlah Markets, Geham State Forest and the
Pechey State Forest. This is an above average number of tourist attractions.
For this reason the ‘Tourist Attractions’ ranking will be 4. This ranking
when halved will become 2.
5.3 Ranking Summary
A summary of the route rankings is shown in Table 2. The full route rank-
ing results are included in Appendix G. The best Toowoomba to Highfields
section was Section 1 and the best Highfields to Crows Nest section was Sec-
tion 5. The combination of these sections and an in depth description and
discussion of this trail is in the following section.
Section No. Overall Score Percentage Suitability
1 47 72%
2 40 62%
3 44.5 68%
4 42 65%
5 55 85%
6 47 72%
Table 2: Sectoin Ranking Summary
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5.4 Recommended Feasible Route
The feasible route to be recommended to council is found by combining Sec-
tions 1 and 5 from the route analysis. The combined route description is
below. Included are photos of critical sections of the route and a map of the
whole route.
The trail starts at Queen’s Park in Toowoomba. It then runs along Hume
Street to Campbell Street and turns right at the traffic lights. On the trail
along Campbell Street to Mary Street there are many beautiful houses that
typify Toowoomba’s early building style. On the corner of Lindsay and
Campbell Streets are the Botanical Gardens shown in Figure 11. At the
intersection of Mary and Campbell Streets the trail turns left and runs north
to the end of Mary Street passing more houses, several shops and a church. At
the Stop sign on the intersection of Mary to North Streets the trail turns left.
Figure 11: Toowoomba Botanical Gardens
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The trail continues along North Street to Stuart Street where it turns
right. The Stuart Street section passes the Southern Cross Reserve, Horn
Park and Kate Street Park. Figure 12 illustrates the views from Horn Park.
When the trail comes to Kate Street it turns left. At the end of Kate Street
it turns right onto Ruthven Street (The New England Highway). The trail
then follows Ruthven Street as it turns into the New England Highway until
just before Mt Kynoch. This section of the route provides views over the
escarpment at Blue Mountain Heights, access to a variety of shops along the
way and finishes in close vicinity to the Mt Kynoch Lookout which provides
views of Toowoomba City and the Lockyer Valley.
Figure 12: Horn Park
The trail turns left off the New England Highway into Weale Street. Up
until this point the trail has been entirely on bitumen roads. Weale Street
only has 100m of bitumen as the rest has not been built yet. The land is
designated to be a continuance of Weale Street but will not be built until
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further development occurs in the area. The rest of Weale Street through
to Old Goombungee Road will be an off-road section of trail. This trail will
need to be established by the council. It should be a singletrack trail similar
to a walking trail with signs showing the entrance and exit points. Figure 13
indicates where the entry point should be for this off-road section.
Figure 13: Trail Entrance from Weale Street
The off-road section will come out onto Old Goombungee Road. The trail
continues north along Old Goombungee Road and turns right into Kieman
Road. Kieman Road is a well graded dirt road as shown in Figure 14. The
trail runs along Kieman Road to Harch Road, (a sweeping left turn). The
Harch Road section is another off-road section. It continues straight ahead;
rather than following the road round the right hand corner. This is the next
section of off-road trail. It should be established in the same manner as the
first off-road section as the land is also designated as Harch Road. The trail
goes through to Mitchell Road and turns right onto it. The Mitchell Road
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section runs to the New England Highway and turns left. The trail then runs
along the highway to the traffic lights at Cawdor Drive and turns left. This
concludes the first scenic part of the trail.
Figure 14: Trail Entrance from Harch Road
The trail runs along Cawdor drive to Kuhls Road and turns right. It con-
tinues along Kuhls Road to Highfields Road and turns left. Along the way
it passes through a semi-rural residential area of what was an early section
of Highfields.
Highfields Road is the main road in Highfields connecting The New Eng-
land Highway to Meringandan Road. The trail runs along Highfields Road
to Meringandan Road and turns right. It then follows Meringandan Road
to Kleinton School Road passing some of Highfields newer residential sub-
divisions and turns left. The trail then runs along Kleinton School Road,
veers left into Klein Road and continues to Cooby Dam Road, where it turns
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left. This section is now located in bush land and on dirt roads.
Figure 15: Typical Stack Road Surface
Cooby Dam Road continues to the boat ramp area at Cooby Dam. Just
before the entrance gate to that area there is a dirt road on the right. The
trial turns into this dirt road and comes out into Lane Road. It then travels
to the end of Lane Road and enters the third section of off-road trail. This
trail runs up to the top of Pepper Mountain. At the top of Pepper Mountain
it enters Pepper Mountain Road. There are many options here for trail users.
They may choose to spend some time at Cooby Dam and explore the area or
they can chose to continue along the trail and see views of the surrounding
country side from the top of Pepper Mountain.
The trail then descends Pepper Mountain Road and turns into Mervyn
Road. It then continues along until it reaches Stack Road and turns right.
These roads are all made up of sand and dirt surfaces. They are four wheel
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driving track and cannot be reached by normal car. They provide an ex-
cellent recreational opportunity for cross country mountain bikers and may
even be of interest to downhill mountain bikers. Figure 15 illustrates the
typical surface and terrain of Stack and Mervyn Roads.
Figure 16: Typical Kahler Road Surface
Once the trail has entered Stack Road it meanders its way to Kahler
Road where it turns left. It follows Kahler Road to Valewood Road and
turns right. These roads are now wide and have well graded dirt surfaces.
The country side is very scenic in this area and there are several farm houses
along the way. Figure 16 illustrates a section of Kahler road passing several
farm buildings. The trail runs along Valewood Road to Merritt’s Creek Road
where it turns left.
The section of trail long Merritt’s Creek Road to Millard Road is in fact
part of the Fitch’s Feats trail network that the Crows Nest Council estab-
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lished. At the end of Millard Road the trail turns left onto the New England
Highway. It follows the highway to Marion Road, a section which is currently
being widened by Main Roads, and turns right. It then runs along Marion
Road into Pechey Forestry Road and continues to Perseverance Dam Road.
Figure 17: View of Crows Nest Country from Pechey Road
This particular section provides views of the Crows Nest area which is
made up of rolling green hills and patches of trees. Figure 17 illustrates the
type of land to be seen on Pechey Forestry Road. This type of land is what
Toowoomba may have looked like when people first settled in the area. The
trail turns left into Perseverance Road and continues to Charles Street which
is in Crows Nest. It turns left onto Charles Street and runs through a resi-
dential area to the New England Highway where it turns left. It then runs
along the New England Highway into the Centre of Crows Nest and finishes
at Crows Nest Park.
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Figure 18: Map of Reccommended Feasible Route
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6 Conclusions, Discussions and Implications
As discussed in the previous chapter the chosen route starts at Queens Park,
Toowoomba, passes to the western side of Mt Kynoch, through Highfields, to
Cooby Dam, over Pepper Mountain and through to Crows Nest. The former
Crows Nest Shire Council already has some experience in setting up trails of
this nature as they are of a similar format to those detailed in the Fitch’s Feat
trail network. The new Toowoomba Regional Council should take advantage
of this when it comes to establishing this route and even investigating the
possibility of other routes.
The trail provides for all rider difficulty levels at separate stages of the
route and incorporates other recreational opportunities in the Cooby Dam
area. One survey respondent suggested that Cooby Dam would be ideal for
a Mountain Biking Park. This land is already managed by council, many
trails already exist and the location with respect to Toowoomba Regions
most populated areas is optimal. Highfields in particular would benefit from
the riders that such a park would attract. It is in an ideal position just 1.5
hours drive from Brisbane and the Coastal area. Many mountain bikers ride
on a weekend and a 1.5 hour drive is only a small distance to travel to use a
quality park.
This is not the Toowoomba Regional Council’s only option to expand
the work completed in this project. The Lockyer Forrest Trails link into the
Crows Nest area at Ravensbourne. It would not be difficult to establish an
off-shoot trail to link this project trail into an already existing trail network.
There is also the option of linking it into the two dams east to Crows Nest.
Perseverance and Cressbrook Dams are also popular recreational facilities
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for residents of our region. Linking this trail into those facilities will further
provide riders with options.
The tourism implications of the establishment of a suitable, well main-
tained trail network have been discussed in the Literature Review. The ben-
efits of a trail network in the Toowoomba to Crows Nest region will not only
benefit those two towns and Highfields but all the little towns that surround
the area. There will be increased retail opportunities for food stores, ac-
commodation facilities and most importantly bicycle repair and sales shops.
Further, the reputation that the region may gain from high quality facilities
may attract large competitive events which will in turn advertise the trail
network to the mountain biking community.
The consequences of this trail may not be all beneficial. There are likely
to be some environmental implications with respect to the land the trails
traverse. Problems such as erosion may occur if the trail surface is not estab-
lished and maintained in a proper manner. The increased number of people
passing through an area previously relatively untouched may cause increases
in litter, or vegetation degradation. These are consequences that can be
avoided if correct and effective policies are adopted by the trail managers.
Rubbish bins at strategic points along the trail prevent the need and signs
asking users to stick to the trail or a fine may be incurred will encourage
users to behave in an appropriate manner.
The management and marketing of a trail network is crucial to its suc-
cess. To just establish a trail and advertise it on the Toowoomba Regional
Council website is not enough. Proper marketing practises must be used to
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target specific riding groups and to encourage them to try out the trail. Once
the trail has an initial reputation amongst the mountain biking community
it will spread by word of mouth. Detailed trail maps should be produced to
accurately guide the riders. These should be both in flyer format and that of
signs at specific trail entry points. Whilst marketing and management does
not come under the scope of this project it is crucial and should be mentioned
and further investigated.
The aim from the Toowoomba Regional Council’s point of view is to
promote Toowoomba as a cycling city not only a garden city. This is a
favourable reputation considering the present issues relating to obesity and
childhood obesity in particular. However one trail will not be enough to give
Toowoomba this reputation. A trail network itself will also not be enough.
Further research and work needs to be conducted into cycling as a trans-
port option. Without both the recreational and transport facilities available
Toowoomba will not be able to claim a cycle city status. There is a lot of de-
mand for cycling transport facilities as can be seen from some of the further
comments provided in the survey. This subject would be ideal for another
final year research project.
Another option that should be considered for further investigation is the
possibilities of establishing trails in other parts of our region. Trails that link
Toowoomba to Oakey, Millmerran and Pittsworth would be larger trails of a
similar scale to this project. Another option is to establish a series of shorter
trails connecting such places as Westbrook, Wyreema, Kingsthorpe and the
Preston Peak area to Toowoomba. These trails could then be used for both
recreation and transport.
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In closing, this project has established the location of a feasible trail that
is suitable for bike touring and requires a very small establishment cost. It
is in keeping with the Action 26 from the Toowoomba Cycle and Pedestrian
Strategy that this project was conceived from and provides opportunity for
future expansion. A suitable and adequate ranking system was used to anal-
yse the routes with respect to criteria that were established from survey data
and background research. The benefits and consequences have both been dis-
cussed and provided the correct management is applied the benefits will far
outweigh the consequences. Finally, further research has been recommended
to facilitate the development of Toowoomba as a cycling city.
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Appendix A - Project Specification
University of Southern Queensland
FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING
ENG4111/4112 Research Project
PROJECT SPECIFICATION
FOR: Ashlee JESSHOPE
TOPIC: Bike Tour Plan
SUPERVISORS:  Assoc Prof Ron Ayers, University of Southern Queensland
Sue Hendren, Toowoomba City Council
SPONSORSHIP:  Toowoomba City Council
PROJECT AIM: To investigate the feasibility of establishing recreational cycle routes
suitable for bike touring for the Toowoomba Region.
PROGRAMME: Issue A, 18th March 2008
1. Research the background information relating to bike touring cycling and cycle way
planning, both within Australia and overseas.
2. Locate and survey local cycle clubs and residents to establish current recreational
routes and the demand for bike tour routes and facilities.
3. Decide upon a geographic boundary for the area to be studied in detail.
4. Establish the physical location of a number of feasible bike touring routes within the
study area.
5. Critically analyse each of the identified routes in regard to its use by cyclists and
possibly other users (e.g. pedestrians, equestrians, etc), its interaction with motorized
traffic, its cost, etc.
6. Recommend a particular route or routes for development.
7. Provide the required written and oral presentations of the project work.
Agreed __________________ (student)  ____________________(supervisor)
Date:       /        / 2008 Date:       /        / 2008
Examiner/Co-Examiner: ___________________________
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Appendix B - IMBA Articles
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15 Tips from IMBA on Devloping Mountain Bike Tourism
1. Create excellent trail maps - maps that clearly show the best trails for
mountain biking. Elevation profile maps and concise ride descriptions are
also helpful, as are estimates of ride difficulty, descriptions of ride features,
and seasonal (weather) and safety considerations. Maps can include pictures
of trailheads and parking informaion. Map revenues can help fund trail and
bicycling improvements.
2. Identify and promote trails for cyclists of all abilities: Lightly traveled
paved roads from towns and cities to trailheads; dirt roads and wide dirt
paths that are easy to ride; twisting forest paths and narrow, challenging
singletrack; plus downhill runs (if available). Being able to provide all of
these experiences, in abundance, will help establish your area as a first-rate
mountain biking destination. Adverise a whole system of trails, not just one.
3. Recommended rides should pass by sites with historical interest and
beautiful views.
4. Consider offering hotel-to-hotel or hut-to-hut riding possibilities. Hut-
to-hut rides have become popular in Colorado and elsewhere. Inn-to-inn (or
hotel to hotel) rides are especially appealing to mountain bikers because they
allow cyclists to ride light and free.
5. Commission photographers to take photos of your riding area, which
can be sent as slides or digital files to magazines and newspapers. These
photos will serve as a tremendous magnet. Moab, Utah; Fruita, Colorado;
and Slatyfork, West Virginia have built stellar images as a mountain bike
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destinations using just a few rolls of excellent mountain bike photos. IMBA
can suggest photographers. These photos should also be used in widely dis-
tributed mountain bike tourism brochures and booklets.
6. Offer FREE media mountain bike trips when you’re ready - not only
to cycling magazine editors but to general magazine editors and even daily
newspaper writers.
7. Design, produce and post accurate trail signs to supplement the trail
signs and markers that are already in place. No one likes sign pollution, but
simple attractive markers that direct mountain bikers will be well received.
This effort needs to be coordinated with other trail groups.
8. Develop durable, sustainable trails. IMBA can help with trail mainte-
nance and design advice.
9. Offer other recreational activities and vacation elements that appeal
to mountain bikers. Hiking, climbing, surfing and other tourism activities
make an area attractive to visitors. Mountain bikers love to eat - and need
to eat following a long day in the saddle - so abundant restaurant options
are always appreciated. Mountain bikers will appreciate lists of restaurants
that offer good food in a comfortable, casual atmosphere.
10. Develop package deals that appeal to mountain bikers by combining
lodging, meals and bicycle shop support.
11. Build community support for bicycle tourism by emphasizing the
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economic benefits. Cyclists spend money on gas, food, lodging, souvenirs,
etc. ”If your commuity is not involved, you’re sunk. Visitors’ first stop is
often the gas station, grocery store or welcome center. If the person there is
not inviting to mountain biking, the next bicycling place may be just a short
drive further.” – Troy Rarick, Fruita, CO
12. Build the sport by facilitating the presence of quality retail bicycle
shops. Shops can have a guest host who’s entire job is to talk about where
to ride, camp, be responsible, etc.
13. Singletrack is essential.
14. Differentiate bicycling from motorcycling. Some people don’t under-
stand the difference.
15. Quantify everything - numbers before trails, numbers after trails, etc.
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Marketing for Mountain Bike Tourism
Presented at the 2006 IMBA Summit/World Mountain Bike Conference
Speakers: Mike Fox, Tourism Vancouver; Chris Hughes, Bruce County
Tourism; Oliver Flaser, Tourism Whistler
Facilitator: Barrett Fisher, Tourism Whistler
Speakers at this session examined how communities can increase their ap-
peal to mountain bikers, and how local resources can be harnessed to build
successful events.
Chris Hughes’ Tips:
• If a city or region has a precedent for tourism, it’s easier to sell them
on mountain biking. Bruce County brings in $224 million in tourism
and sees 2.2 million visitors per year. In July, 2005, Bruce saw 5,800
riders come to their freeride park without any marketing or advertising,
setting the stage for a targeted campaign
• When marketing sports tourism, it is best to focus on a specific activity.
It’s important to use targeted mediums when advertising, such as sport-
specific publications and websites.
• Optimally, for every 1 hour of driving, a tourist should have options
for at least 4 hours of activity at the destination.
Oliver Flaser’s Tips:
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• Mountain bikers tend to spend more money than less-active tourists.
In Whistler, they usually stay in rental units instead of choosing hotels
or camping, and stay longer than other visitors, on average.
• Signature events help increase brand awareness. Whistler hosts ”The
Month of Pain,” Crankworx and The Cheakamus Challenge.
• As mountain bike events become more established, they can expand to
appeal to visitors that are not specifically mountain bikers. Crankworx
is now a lifestyle event, with musical acts, film showings and main-
stream corporate partners, in addition to the mountain bike events.
• It is important to leverage corporate partnerships to increase awareness.
Crankworx was able to get a television commercial aired during the
Stanley Cup finals in Canada, thanks to a major beer sponsor.
Mike Fox’s Tips:
• After events are over, they leave legacies like facilities, increased sports
awareness and greater community development. This is especially no-
ticeable in cities that hosted Olympic events.
• Other benefits of hosting an event include employment opportunities
and increased government income through tax dollars.
• Conference and visitors bureaus can help with event hosting and orga-
nization. Local government, city services, volunteers and sponsors can
also be tapped for assistance.
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Mountain Biking Tourism Success Stories
Learn from other regions who are banking on mountain biking:
• Welsh Mountain Bike Initiative, Wales
• Medora, North Dakota
• Fruita, Colorado
• Hatfield-McCoy, West Virginia
• Adirondack Mountains, New York
• Rapelje, Montana
The advent of the mountain bike in the early 1980’s resulted in economic
jump-starts to several communities around the world. Today, places like
Moab, Utah; Durango, Colorado; and Downieville, California enjoy inter-
national reputations for excellent bicycling in gorgeous locations. Bicyclists
visiting from afar give these communities much-needed tourism dollars.
But a community need not be as unique as Moab or as grand as Durango
to prosper from mountain biking. IMBA has prepared a list of common de-
nominators that have helped these six areas prosper. (For more advice, read:
Destination Mountain Biking: Positioning Your Community for Mountain
Bike Tourism)
Here are six success stories to inspire trails tourism in your area:
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Welsh Mountain Bike Initiative, Wales
This ancient landscape in Great Britain is the scene of new opportunities for
outdoor recreation, particularly bicycling, on a rebuilt trail system. With
the decline of coal mining, southern Wales’ historic industrial base, the com-
munity turned to recreation to recover.
Local cyclist Dafydd Davis was hired in 1995 to build trails. He started
alone using hand tools in the Coed y obrenin Park with a budget of just 750
($1,000). The trails proved an instant success and use of the park doubled
almost immediately. Davis obtained sponsorship from corporate backers such
as the drink manufacturer Red Bull and U.K. Forest Enterprises helped him
obtain mechanized equipment to build trails faster. Today, Davis’ team is
developing five mountain biking parks in Wales and employs 40 people full
time. They expect to spend 800,000 ($1 million) in the next two years.
Contact: Dafydd Davis, dafydd.davis forestry.gov.uk, www.mbwales.com
Medora, North Dakota - The Maah Daah Hey Trail
In the early 1990s, local U.S. Forest Service managers began their dream of
building a singletrack trail through the Little Missouri National Grasslands
and the Theodore Roosevelt National Park. With time, and lobbying for
federal funds, the Forest Service and National Park Service succeeded in con-
structing a 90-mile singletrack trail, which they named ”Maah Daah Hey”, a
Native American term meaning ”an area that will be around for a long time.”
The Maah Daah Hey trail terminates near Medora and an increasing
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number of cyclists are making the long journey to this rather remote town.
The soft clay soils of the Badlands proved excellent for building a trail that
is extremely smooth. Because there are so few rocks and the agencies used
state-of-the-art trail construction techniques, the Maah Daah Hey is perhaps
the ultimate beginner ride. Where else can a beginner cyclist ride 90 miles
through the backcountry on singletrack? The Forest Service has installed
four backcountry campgrounds that have water wells, facilitating overnight
camping on what is typically a four-day ride.
National magazines have published dramatic photos and exciting stories
about Medora and the Maah Daah Hey. Contact: IMBA North Dakota
Representative Ron Leuthe at ron.luethe bis.midco.net or RoughRiders Ad-
ventures / Dakota Cyclery 701-623-4808, www.maahdaahhey.com
Fruita, Colorado - Selling Singletrack
Ten miles west of Grand Junction, Colorado, the town of Fruita once pros-
pered with irrigated agriculture and a local oil refinery. The refinery closed in
the late 1980s, and many farms were subdivided into housing developments.
Although this town did not fall too deep into economic doldrums, community
leaders have welcomed the huge growth in tourism spurred by two mountain
bike trail systems. The first system developed was based around Kokopelli’s
Trail on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. The federal agency and
a host of volunteers constructed and mapped the route in the late 1980s to
provide a ride from Fruita to Moab, Utah. While many cyclists have ridden
the 120-mile journey, short loops at the beginning of the route proved more
popular. The BLM and local bicycling clubs gradually improved the single-
track system into a network that is outstanding by any measure.
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In the mid-1990s, a young bicycle racer from Ohio moved to Fruita and
opened a bike shop in the quiet downtown. Troy Rarick inspired the second
trail system at the base of the Book Cliffs, ten miles north of town. With
Rarick’s shop centered between the Kokopelli’s and Book Cliffs trail systems,
downtown Fruita isn’t so quiet anymore. Fruita has established an interna-
tional reputation and the news has traveled widely. A recent visitor from
Maryland commented that his trip to Fruita was spurred by an article in
a bicycle magazine from Germany. Contact: Troy Rarick, Over The Edge
Sports, 970-858-7220; edge gj.net, www.fruitamountainbike.com
Hatfield-McCoy, West Virginia - 2,000 Miles of Shared-Use Trails
Plagued with a dwindling economy due to the declining coal industry, West
Virginia has suffered high unemployment and a lack of economic diversity.
Turning to recreation as the answer, the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area
in southwestern West Virginia will ultimately be home to 2,000 miles of
shared-use trails. One of America’s 16 Millennium Trails, Hatfield-McCoy is
unique in that most of the trails are located on private property owned by
corporations. It took almost a decade to build community support and sign
an agreement with the 20 landowners, but since the area opened in the fall
of 2000, the system has added $51 million to the economy, created 1,572 new
jobs and generated 303,000 visitors annually. Roughly 500 miles of trail are
already open, showcasing a rich collection of historical and cultural sites. The
project is expanding to adjacent areas of eastern Kentucky and southwestern
Virginia and will include five million acres. Contact: IMBA West Virginia
Representative Matt Marcus marcuscycle yahoo.com, www.trailsheaven.com
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Lake Placid, New York - Adirondack Park Mountain Biking Ini-
tiative
Lee and Judi Borland are the inspiration behind the Adirondack Mountain
Biking Initiative (APMBI) that could become one of the United States’
largest network of trails designed for mountain biking. The Adirondack
Mountains in northern New York state include more than six million acres
of state park land the APMBI is developing into stacked loop systems. A
diverse team of bicycle advocates, government agencies, commercial interests
and private groups totaling 21 organizations and 24 towns and villages are
working to promote the area for destination mountain biking. Contact: Lee
and Judi Borland, 518-523-3959 or borland capital.net
Rapelje, Montana - The Potential
Rapelje, Montana, offers perhaps the clearest example of the possibilities
of bike tourism in a non-mountainous setting. Rapelje is in the northern
Great Plains and is surrounded by wide-open flatlands. In 1998, this tiny
community was on the brink of becoming a ghost town, as family ranching
declined and consolidated. At risk of losing its local school, residents turned
to mountain biking. Area ranchers allowed the construction of trails on their
private property and found a promoter to put on a small race. That race
has grown to a 24-Hour marathon, on a trail system that in 2002 extends 30
miles. All eyes are on Rapelje to see if mountain bike tourism can help this
small town. Contact: Chris Veit at veit5 twoalpha.net
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Designing and Building Sustainable Trails
Presented at the 2006 IMBA Summit/World Mountain Bike Conference
Speakers: Rich Edwards, IMBA; Woody Keen, Trail Dynamics; Tony
Boone, Arrowhead Trails Facilitators: Kristin Butcher and Ryan Schutz,
IMBA
The speakers, all master trailbuilders, began by offering three goals they
all strive for when designing and building trails: 1) limit environmental im-
pacts; 2) keep maintenance requirements to a minimum; 3) avoid user con-
flicts.
They continued by offering a checklist for building sustainable contour
trails. A contour trail is a path that gently traverses a hill or sideslope. It’s
characterized by a gentle grade, undulations called grade reversals, and a
tread that usually tilts or outslopes slightly toward the outer edge. These
features minimize tread erosion by allowing water to drain in a gentle, non-
erosive manner called sheet flow. When water drains in thin, dispersed sheets,
dirt stays where it belongs - on the trail.
Contour Trail Tips:
1. Do everything you can to keep the water off the tread, and users on it
2. Build on the contour and use frequent grade reversals - surf the hillside
3. Follow the half-rule: A trail’s grade shouldn’t exceed half the grade of
the sideslope
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4. Maximum grade should be 15 percent (except for natural or built rock
structures)
5. Average grade should stay under 10 percent (with grade reversals)
6. Route trails to positive control points (viewpoints, water, other attrac-
tions)
7. Use bench-cut construction, and excavate soil from the hillside
8. For reroutes, reclaim old trail thoroughly - the visual corridor as well
as the trail tread
9. For highly technical trails where grade will sometimes exceed 15 per-
cent, use natural rock, rock armoring or other rock features to add
challenge and improve sustainability.
Two Critical Trailbuilding Tips
1. Avoid the Fall Line Fall-line trails usually follow the shortest route
down a hill - the same path that water flows. The problem with fall-line
trails is that they focus water down their length. The speeding water
strips the trail of soil, exposing roots, creating gullies, and scarring the
environment.
2. Avoid Flat Areas Flat terrain lures many trailbuilders with the initial
ease of trail construction. However, if a trail is not located on a slope,
there is the potential for the trail to become a collection basin for water.
The trail tread must always be slightly higher than the ground on at
least one side of it so that water can drain properly.
An ideal trail will simultaneously incorporate all five sustainable trail
principles.
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1. The Half Rule
2. The 10-Percent Average Guideline
3. Maximum Sustainable Grade
4. Grade Reversals
5. Outslope
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Appendix C - Toowoomba Cycle Maps
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Section 3-4: Easy, 1.5km, 5-10mins
Section 2-3: Easy, 1.0km, 5-10mins
Section 1-2: Easy, 1.0km, 5-10mins
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This bike ride may appeal to families, tourists and people wanting a scenic ride along pathways near the Wetlands.
Choose to do the whole ride, starting at Alderley St and cycling along East Creek to the Murray Clewett Wetlands, up to the Japanese Gardensand then back to  Alderley St (6.8km), or choose to do one or more of the sections (1-2, 2-3, 3-4).  The grades and approximate one-way distancesand ride times are given for each section on the map below.
More infomation on the Japanese Gardens is available from Council's website: www.toowoomba.qld.gov.au
Take extra care crossing Stenner St, Spring St and West StSupervise children around water areasSuitable for all types of bikes
Ride Rating: EASY
This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 13 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated as part of a joint initiative of Toowoomba City Council and a Work for the Dole Project Team 2003 from Mission Employment Toowoomba.
Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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Visitor InformationCentre
Section 1-2: Easy, 1.3km, 3-5mins
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Cobb & CoMuseum
MARGARET STREET
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Section 2-3: Easy, 1.0km, 5-7mins
Section 3-4: Easy, 1.9km, 5-7mins
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Caledonian Estate Ride
Key
Down Hill
Fairly Flat
Up Hill
This bike ride may appeal to families, tourists and people wanting a scenic ride along pathways, past historical sites.
Choose to do the whole ride, starting at the Visitor Information Centre and cycling along East Creek to Queens Park and Cobb & Co and then backthrough the Calendonia Estate to the information centre (5km), or chooseto do one or more of the sections (1-2, 2-3, 3-4).  The grades and approximateone-way distances and ride times are given for each section on the map below.
More infomation on Queen's Park and Cobb & Co Museum is available from Council's website: www.toowoomba.qld.gov.au
Take extra care crossing Margaret St and Campbell StUse signal crossings where providedSuitable for all types of bikesSupervise children around water areas
This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 13 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated as part of a joint initiative of Toowoomba City Council and a Work for the Dole Project Team 2003 from Mission Employment Toowoomba.
Ride Rating: EASY
Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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Visitor InformationCentre
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Section 1-2: Easy, 1.3km, 3-5mins
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Section 3-4: Easy, 0.9km, 3-5mins
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Mort Estate Ride
Key
Down Hill
Fairly Flat
Up Hill
This bike ride may appeal to families, tourists and people wanting a scenic ride along pathways, past historical sites.
Choose to do the whole ride, starting at the Visitor Information Centre and cycling along East Creek, up Russell St and through the Mort Estate and back to the information centre (7.7km), or choose to do one or more of thesections (1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-4).  The grades and approximate one-way distancesand ride times are given for each section on the map below.
More infomation on the Empire Theatre and Mort Estate is available from Council's website: www.toowoomba.qld.gov.au
Take extra care crossing Railway St and streets in Mort EstateUse signal crossings where providedSome on-road cyclingSuitable for all types of bikesSupervise children around water areas
Ride Rating: EASY
This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 13 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated as part of a joint initiative of Toowoomba City Council and a Work for the Dole Project Team 2003 from Mission Employment Toowoomba.
Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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Section 2-3: Easy, 1.5km, 5-10mins
Visitor InformationCentre
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Lakes to Lookout Ride
This bike ride may appeal to families, tourists and people wanting a scenic ride along pathways from the lakes to lookouts.
Choose to do the whole ride, starting at the Visitor Information Centreand cycling to the Waterbird Habitat and up to Picnic Pt lookout and back to the information centre (7.4km), or choose to do one or more of the sections (1-2, 2-3, 3-4).  The grades and approximate one-way distancesand ride times are given for each section on the map below.
More infomation on Picnic Pt, Lake Annand and Waterbird Habitatis available from Council's website: www.toowoomba.qld.gov.au
Take extra care crossing Perth St, Long St, South St,Rowbotham St and roads at Picnic Pt Supervise children around water areasSuitable for all types of bikes
Ride Rating: EASY
This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 13 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated as part of a joint initiative of Toowoomba City Council and a Work for the Dole Project Team 2003 from Mission Employment Toowoomba.
Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
Key
Down Hill
Fairly Flat
Up Hill
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This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 21 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated with assistance from Club Bikeline.
Club Social Ride 1
Club Bikeline cyclists usually do this bike ride every Saturdaymorning.  Vistors or residents are welcome to join theclub cyclists on this ride or choose to ride it in their own time.
Club Bikeline Contact Details:Website: www.bikeline.com.au/clubbikelineEmail: bikeline@ozemail.com.auPhone: 4638 2242 (at Bikeline)
Ride: Saturdays; 35-40km; On-road; Steady PaceStart: 6:30am, Bikeline, Railway StFinish: 8:00am, Bikeline (coffee after)
Ride Rating: Intermediate
Start & Finish: Bikeline, Railway St
3 laps of Circuit
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Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 21 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated with assistance from Club Bikeline.
Club Training Ride 3
Club Bikeline cyclists usually do this bike ride every Monday to Friday mornings.  Vistors or residents are welcome to join theclub cyclists on this ride or choose to ride it in their own time.
Club Bikeline Contact Details:Website: www.bikeline.com.au/clubbikelineEmail: bikeline@ozemail.com.auPhone: 4638 2242 (at Bikeline)
Ride: Mondays - Fridays; 32km; On-Road; Solid PaceStart: 5:45am, Nell E Robinson carpark, crn Carey/RuthvenFinish: 7:10am, crn Alderley/Hume Sts
Ride Rating: Intermediate/Advanced
Start: Nell E Robinson carpark
Finish: crn Alderley/Hume Sts
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Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 21 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated with assistance from the Toowoomba Cycling Club.
Club Training Ride 1
Toowoomba Cycling Club cyclists usually do this bike ride everyWednesday morning.  Vistors or residents are welcome to join theclub cyclists on this ride or choose to ride it in their own time.
Toowoomba Cycling Club Contact Details:Website: www.toowoombacyclingclub.org.auEmail: toowoombacyclingclub@yahoo.comPhone: 4637 8522 (at Brian Page Cycles)
Ride: Wednesdays; 25-30km; Solid Pace with SprintsStart: 6:00am (or 5:45am winter), Sinclair StFinish: 6:55am, top of Margaret St
Ride Rating: Advanced
Start: Sinclair St
Finish: Margaret St
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Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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This map has been prepared by Sue Hendren, Engineer Planning, 21 July 2005.  The information on this map was collated with assistance from the Toowoomba Cycling Club.
Club Training Ride 2
Toowoomba Cycling Club cyclists usually do this bike ride everyFriday morning.  Vistors or residents are welcome to join theclub cyclists on this ride or choose to ride it in their own time.
Toowoomba Cycling Club Contact Details:Website: www.toowoombacyclingclub.org.auEmail: toowoombacyclingclub@yahoo.comPhone: 4637 8522 (at Brian Page Cycles)
Ride: Fridays; 30-35km; On-Road; Pace VariesStart: 6:00am, City Hall Clocktower, Ruthven St(winter start is 5:30am)Finish: 7:00am, crn Curzon/Margaret Sts
Ride Rating: Intermediate/Advanced
Start: City Hall Clocktower
Finish: crn Margaret/Curzon Sts
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Disclaimer:Toowoomba City Council takes no responsibility forinaccuracies in the information on this map and anyloss or damage which may occur from the use of this information.
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Appendix D - Blank Survey
 Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba 
bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers 
provided in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the 
project please feel free to email Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council 
website?   Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  
Yes / No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  
……………………………………….. 
 
 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba 
Regional Council area? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Appendix E - Further Comments from Survey
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Comment 1
The Toowoomba Council and the Toowoomba mountain bike club have worked
really well to get the legalization of the downhill and 4x track. But I per-
sonally think the Toowoomba council need to provide more skate parks and
recreational places for people to ride, yes they have chalk drive and the skate
park at Wilsonton but they rest of Toowoomba is left out!
Comment 2
Give us more tracks!!!!
Comment 3
Providing a safe and viable area to undertake more than one cycling activity
would be of a great advantage, i.e. velodrome/crit circuit, xc track with 4X
track etc. Another need would be childrens safety clinics etc and similar
skilling sessions for adults
Comment 4
Any possibly of getting more downhill tracks in Toowoomba the sport has
grown very large in the last 5 6 years and I think it would be a great asset
to Toowoomba to have a designated mountain bike park
Comment 5
I am a member of the Toowoomba Mountain Bike Club and we have worked
hard to allow council permission for the building of legal trails/tracks for
differing MTB disciplines. To date we have a legal downhill track, 4X track
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and XC loop and regularly run club runs days and races. The more active
members we have, the bigger our voice is within the local community.
Comment 6
Any possibility of getting permission to put more downhill tracks in the
Toowoomba region. Eg making the entire Jubilee Park a mountain bike park
;) But definitely the Toowoomba - Highfields track will be great!! Gives
another option to riding next to the traffic (the sole reason I do not ride
from Tmba to Hf at the moment)
Comment 7
I really think Mackenzie frenzy should be maintained a lot more I mean
the big switch back could use a big berm so you can rail it and the dirt is
constantly being washed away from important areas. It would also be good
to have a quality trail up near picnic point or somewhere around there. A lot
more water taps that are drinkable on trails would be goo like one at each
end and one in the middle. I hope this information helps you out.
Comment 8
There should be more!
Comment 9
I don’t think that I would ever use the trail.
Comment 10
If my workplace was within a 20-30min bike ride from my house I would
consider riding to work mainly for fitness purposes.
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Comment 11
I would use a bike trail if it was available to me, the reason I do not ride
often at the moment is because of the traffic in the areas I would ride and
because drivers do not show respect to cyclists. There are just not enough
areas for riders to travel without the fear of drivers not looking for cyclists,
or respecting cyclists on the road. I think there needs to be more areas for
cyclists to travel on safely, especially in the CBD area
Comment 12
There is a single lane walking track from the dam wall at cooby dam to
the boat ramp that is wicked for mountain biking, even though you aren’t
supposed to use it for that. Also there are ranger 4WD tracks around the
entire dam which makes for a really solid ride, this would be an awesome
place to set up a mountain bike park as all you need is to push a few tracks
in
Comment 13
What about cycle paths to the south and west of Toowoomba connecting
Westbrook, Kingsthorpe etc
Comment 14
The Toowoomba region has very basic designated Mountain Bike facilities
that have had very little to no thought put into them (except the club Cross
Country Track). They do not cater for what Mountain Bike riders want
and are not attractive to learners. More facilities need to be created that
attract people into the sport. Also more facilities are required for the more
experienced riders. The is a real opportunity for the region to create some
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great trails that will attract riders from all over the South East and abroad.
This obviously has benefits for both the health of the general community
and a increase in tourism. There would also be flow on benefits for local
businesses that cater for bike riders. For example I travel to New Zealand
every year just to go Mountain Bike Riding as the facilities they have are
amazing. Nearly every major town has some form of facility for Mountain
Bike Riders. I am interested in assisting in increasing such facilities in and
around Toowoomba should you wish to contact me
Comment 15
Would love to see cycle trails in a few directions from Toowoomba. Good on
you. Hope it goes well.
Comment 16
My interest is probably more aligned with cycling within the city for workers
and commuters to reduce car usage -still sooo much to be done within the
city - good to see that a start has been made - a good cycle way to Highfields
would encourage some enthusiastic commuters to use bicycles - I see the idea
of a cycle way to Crows Nest as more of a recreational/tourist thing - also a
great idea.
Comment 17
Generally very good, but better driver education may help
Comment 18
The big problem with bicycle paths/ foot paths is that they often have sec-
tions of the concrete lifted from tree roots which make it uncomfortable and
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much less appealing (especially for those riding road bikes with no suspension
and running tires at around 120 psi[very hard on the but when it comes to
concrete lips from trees.])
The other problem is the need to stop at road crossings when using paths.
You have to slow down and look for traffic and endure another bump from
curb to road from road to curb (again referring to roadies). You have to
watch out for cars pulling out of their drive ways and cars can’t see you as
easily. If you were riding on the road the driver of the vehicle would have
pulled out onto the foot path enough to see other cars and cyclists on the
road enough not to hit them. You avoid all of these hindrances when you
can ride on the road with a big enough shoulder. Cars see you more and you
can travel faster without having to stop as often.
Riding on the road with a wide shoulder is far better for pedestrians and cy-
clists. The other day I was riding on a foot path when I had to go past some
people on foot. I went off the path to go around them and in the process
scared the living day lights out of the little girl who I passed (I was going
fast). The point is that if you can’t make the shoulder wide enough on the
road then split paths in two so pedestrians can walk on one lane and cyclists
on the other and make them wide enough. If you have any other opinions
then please feel free to ask. You have my email address.
Comment 19
I wouldn’t expect a lot of facilities for a bike trail from Toowoomba to Crows
Nest. A midway toilet/rainwater tank facility would be great for a break and
refresh on the trail.
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Comment 20
Haven’t checked out the TRC website yet - just know the more popular tracks
in Toowoomba. Good luck with your project and hopefully the trail/track
will eventuate one day.
Comment 21
Toowoomba has ideal topography for creating fantastic mountain bike trails.
There could be significant economic benefits through tourism if a major
maintaining biking scene was created in this region. All we need is trail
development and the rest will follow.
Comment 22
It would be great to have a series of trails that cater for both recreational
easy riders and more serious cross country riders. These trails could be
constructed in conjunction with MTB clubs and the TRC. MTB trails and
designated areas have injected considerable wealth into local economies from
accommodation, organised events and other expenditure. For example the
economies and tourism around the local areas associated with MTB’ing listed
here have benefited hugely - The Redwoods, Rotorua, NZ; Mt Stromlo, Can-
berra; Woodhill, Nth Auckland, NZ; Coed-y-Brenin, Wales, UK.
Comment 23
Unfortuantly there is a lack of access to good mountain biking tracks in the
area which are not off the edge of the escarpment or with very steep inclines.
I am surprised that you are not allowed to ride at many facilities which are
council owned such at cooby dam and access to other publically owned areas
is restricted
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Comment 24
Given Toowoomba’s excellent terrain for mountain biking there is very lim-
ited trails and facilities and a great reluctance for development of further
trails/facilities. Smart trail building would see trails that while being bike
specific have link roads that can be utilized by both walkers and horse riders.
Also it seems to being ignored the amount of income that mountain bike fa-
cilities can bring to a town. For example a study of Rotorua in New Zealand
which has a well establish mountain bike facility in 2005 found that overall
mountain bike related spending in Rotorua (by both visitors and locals) is
estimated to be around 4.35 million annually. Give mountain biking a go
Toowoomba you will be surprised at all its benefits!!
Comment 25
As a commuter, I am looking for safe passage through traffic lights, safe
crossing of T-intersections, I want to see all road users comply with the traffic
code, I expect to give courtesy and receive courtesy. If there are parked cars
I ride a little differently. In the sections where there are two lanes, different
from one lane. Where I’m scanning for vehicles. Gravel across intersections
Concrete obstructions across the intersection across the road from the Blue
Mountain Hotel. I could give you an inch-by-inch appraisal of the route I
take from Murphy’s Creek Road to the City if you like.
Comment 26
I don’t think the facilities for a bike trail are that important - It would be
great if we even had such trails. We really need a velodrome in Toowoomba.
The one we have is too dangerous to race on and cannot be fixed - apparently.
A Crtiterium track would go some way to keeping large groups of cyclists
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from racing (as opposed to normal riding) on the public roads
Comment 27
Council could assist with public awareness of cyclists’ rights to use the roads
(thereby improving safety for cyclists) by appropriate signage, etc. For ex-
ample, I believe the South Australian government ran a ”Play Fair - Share
the Road” campaign some years ago. It may be worth investigating!
Comment 28
Why doesn’t question 19 include bicycle parking facilities? The Toowoomba
region seems to have a lack of facilities for secure bike parking and extending
cycle lanes out of town is also a good idea. There doesn’t seem to be much
in the way of cycling facilities on the outskirts of town (in any direction)
and certainly from outlying areas such as Westbrook it is very unfriendly
terrain as there isn’t enough road shouldering to cater for cyclists. At least
on our northern approaches there seems to be a larger shoulder to the road
to encourage cyclists
Comment 29
Would love to get back into bike riding. New facilities would be much ap-
preciated.
Comment 30
Separation from the road traffic encourages my desire to ride.
Comment 31
Need an inside BMX / Skate Park.
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Comment 32
I think that when you become a teen you are most likely to walk everywhere.
I don’t know why but I never ride my bike anymore.
Comment 33
Need more accessability in the inner city. More protection and facilities eg.
Racks, Toilets and side lanes.
Comment 34
We need more trails and designated lanes in roads.
Comment 35
Need more of them.
Comment 36
We need to get more.
Comment 37
It is fine how it is.
Comment 38
Should be more plentiful and training facilities for road cyclists.
8 APPENDICES 123
Appendix F - Route Section Maps
8 APPENDICES 124
Route Section 1 Map
8 APPENDICES 125
Route Section 2 Map
8 APPENDICES 126
Route Section 3 Map
8 APPENDICES 127
Route Section 4 Map
8 APPENDICES 128
Route Section 5 Map
8 APPENDICES 129
Route Section 6 Map
8 APPENDICES 130
Appendix G - Route Section Analysis Results
8 APPENDICES 131
8 APPENDICES 132
Appendix I - Survey Replies
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes  
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website? 
No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes  
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes  
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  From Twba to Cabarlah only  
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  Yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Depends on how cool it is 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? There isn’t much traffic off road so 
that’s why I ride there 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
There is a single lane walking track from the dam wall at cooby dam to the 
boat ramp that is wicked for mountain biking, even though you aren’t 
supposed to use it for that. Also there are ranger 4WD tracks around the 
entire dam which makes for a really solid ride, this would be an awesome 
place to set up a mountain bike park as all you need is to push a few tracks 
in! 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) 26-40   
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes     (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week – generally 2+ times a week 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
e) All of the above 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain    
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes – depends if it made sense 
and was safe and efficient 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes - 
definitely 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Likely the whole route as I live at 
Highfields work in Toowoomba and have family at Crow’s Nest 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
c) Both as explained above  
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road – prefer off road as Toowoomba drivers aren’t great with bikes 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? On the highways and narrow street 
definately 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate – if I have to pick on 
c) Hard 
d) Depends what type of trail we are talking about and what the different levels mean. A good off-
road trail should have a mix but always be able to be negotiated on foot if it cannot be ridden 
by an inexperienced rider. It is very easy to make an easy route and also incorporate more 
difficult side tracks. 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
d) All of the above 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
Depends where the trail is.  
If we are talking about a route on/off-road through a town or along a highway the trail should make 
use of these facilities (a-g) which are generally easy found (diverted to) along the route. 
If we are talking about a mountain bike park/remote trail that generally doesn’t have direct access 
to the above facilities then it should have a,b,e,g. The others could be accessed in Toowoomba or 
other centre closest to the facility 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Given Toowoomba’s excellent terrain for mountain biking there is very limited trails and facilities 
and a great reluctance for development of further trails/facilities. Smart trail building would see 
trails that while being bike specific have link roads that can be utilized by both walkers and horse 
riders. Also it seems to being ignored the amount of income that mountain bike facilities can bring 
to a town. For example a study of Rotorua in New Zealand which has a well establish mountain 
bike facility in 2005 found that overall mountain bike related spending in Rotorua (by both visitors 
and locals) is estimated to be around $4.35 million annually. (ref 
http://www.cycletourism.com.au/siteFiles/Mountain_Biking_in_Rotorua.pdf) 
 
Give mountain biking a go Toowoomba you will be surprised at all its benefits!! 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …Mostly around Highfields and 
Highfields to Toowoomba…………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No YES 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female MALE 
 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
40-55  40-55 
d) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
• If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
11) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
 
12) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …………WHOLE 
ROUTE…………………………….. 
 
13) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
14) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
15) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  no 
 
16) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
17) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
18) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
19) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week  (ride to work every day, some early morning exercise rides) 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other: Hybrid 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …… whole route ………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine (would consider both if the off-road is not too rough – I use smooth tyres) 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  No – not anymore 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I wouldn’t expect a lot of facilities for a bike trail from Toowoomba to Crows 
Nest. A midway toilet/rainwater tank facility would be great for a break and 
refresh on the trail. 
 
Haven’t checked out the TRC website yet – just know the more popular 
tracks in Toowoomba. 
 
 
Good luck with your project and hopefully the trail/track will eventuate one 
day. 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a)  
b)  
c) 26-40  
d)  
 
  
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes       (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b)  
 
 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
a, b, and d 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain    
9)  
10) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
 
 
11) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes 
 
12) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes  
 
13) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes  
 
14) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ………all if it ……………………….. 
 
15) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)  
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
16) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)  
b) Off-road 
c)  
 
 
17) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? yes 
 
18) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)  
b) Moderate – enjoyable 
c)  
 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
19) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
D) all of the above 
 
20) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
 
h) water is a benefit however I am self sufficient but a shop/ watering hole at the end of  an 
enjoyable ride is always beneficiall. 
 
 
21) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Unfortuantly there is a lack of access to good mountain biking tracks in the 
area which are not off the edge of the escarpment or with very steep inclines. 
I am surprised that you are not allowed to ride at many facilities which are 
council owned such at cooby dam and access to other publically owned 
areas is restricted. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) 26-40   
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week (twice a week) 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain    
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes – Ok for easy family ride but hardly challenging and adventurous 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes  - if it was interesting and 
challenging 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes  
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Both depending what situation I 
was riding 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) Off-road 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes, especially when adjacent to 80-
100km hour zones 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Moderate 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface – all three 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Car parking 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
It would be great to have a series of trails that cater for both recreational easy riders and more 
serious cross country riders.  These trails could be constructed in conjunction with MTB clubs and 
the TRC.  MTB trails and designated areas have injected considerable wealth into local economies 
from accommodation, organised events and other expenditure.   
 
For example the economies and tourism around the local areas associated with MTB’ing listed 
here have benefited hugely - The Redwoods, Rotorua, NZ; Mt Stromlo, Canberra; Woodhill, Nth 
Auckland, NZ;  Coed-y-Brenin, Wales, UK.   
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No  Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female  Male 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25    My age 
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No Yes 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10)  Yes 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months  Almost every day. It’s my primary transport to and from 
University.  
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport  
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational  
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No   
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No If I needed to.  
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No- I would drive. It would make for a nice ride though. 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Whole route. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
Do you mean dirt off-road walking trails or off the main road paved/concreted trails? For distances like 
Toowoomba to Highfields- Crow’s Nest then paved/ concrete is far better because of rolling resistance 
and a more comfortable ride. Don’t have sharp corners, try and make as straight as possible.  
 
Dirt roads/ trails/single track (Single Track-foot wide handmade purpose build recreational trails for 
cross country mountain bikers and or downhillers. Usually in parkland and include purposeful 
obstacles like rocks, logs, creek crossings etc to travel over for fun- Pretty sure you don’t mean this) 
are fun but are not suited to long distance travel for obvious reasons.   
 
If you are going to make a trail trough the scrub for transport (like a walking track) then I would use it. 
However you will have to make it weave back and forward down slopes to avoid erosion. This will 
increase trip length significantly.  
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? -They do if there isn’t much room 
for me on the road then it’s very scary and discouraging but if there is room then no; as long as 
there is distance then there is not as much discouragement but discouragement is still present but 
I will still ride.  
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate Depends on surface- see discussion for Q15 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface- Logs, water, rocks. 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
The big problem with bicycle paths/ foot paths is that they often have sections 
of the concrete lifted from tree roots which make it uncomfortable and much 
less appealing (especially for those riding road bikes with no suspension  and 
running tires at around 120 psi[very hard on the but when it comes to 
concrete lips from trees.]) 
 
The other problem is the need to stop at road crossings when using paths. 
You have to slow down and look for traffic and endure another bump from 
curb to road from road to curb (again referring to roadies).  You have to 
watch out for cars pulling out of their drive ways and cars can’t see you as 
easily. If you were riding on the road the driver of the vehicle would have 
pulled out onto the foot path enough to see other cars and cyclists on the 
road enough not to hit them.    
…………………………………………………………………………………………
You avoid all of these hindrances when you can ride on the road with a big 
enough shoulder. Cars see you more and you can travel faster without 
having to stop as often.  
 
Riding on the road with a wide shoulder is far better for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The other day I was riding on a foot path when I had to go past some 
people on foot. I went off the path to go around them and in the process 
scared the living day lights out of the little girl who I passed (I was going fast). 
The point is that if you can’t make the shoulder wide enough on the road then 
split paths in two so pedestrians can walk on one lane and cyclists on the 
other and make them wide enough.  
 
If you have any other opinions then please feel free to ask. You have my 
email address. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes/No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route? ……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? nope 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
YES 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
MALE 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
D 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
YES 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
YES 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
A 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
A B & D 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
A & B 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
A 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
YES 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
YES 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
YES 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
WHOLE 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
A 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
A 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
YES 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
B 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
A 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
A B G 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…Generally very good, but better driver education may 
help.……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes 
 
2) What is your Gender? Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes     (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Some of it 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I would use a bike trail if it was available to me, the reason I do not ride often 
at the moment is because of the traffic in the areas I would ride and because 
drivers do not show respect to cyclists. There are just not enough areas for 
riders to travel without the fear of drivers not looking for cyclists, or respecting 
cyclists on the road. I think there needs to be more areas for cyclists to travel 
on safely, especially in the CBD area  
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes  
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes  
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  whole 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use?  
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Providing a safe and viable area to undertake more than one cycling activity 
would be of a great advantage, i.e. velodrome/crit circuit, xc track with 4X 
track etc. Another need would be childrens safety clinics etc and similar 
skilling sessions for adults 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
YES 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
MALE 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
D 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
YES 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
YES 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
A 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
A B & D 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
A & B 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
A 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
YES 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
YES 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
YES 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
WHOLE 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
A 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
A 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
YES 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
B 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
A 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
A B G 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…Generally very good, but better driver education may 
help.……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?   A 
section……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Not in the glenvale area 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
If my workplace was within a 20-30min bike ride from my house I would 
consider riding to work mainly for fitness purposes. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Y / N 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes/No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  
Both……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Whole route 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Only from riding in some parts of 
town. 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
There should be more! 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Whole route 
  
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I am a member of the Toowoomba Mountain Bike Club and we have worked 
hard to allow council permission for the building of legal trails/tracks for 
differing MTB discliplines. To date we have a legal downhill track, 4X track 
and XC loop and regularly run club runs days and races. The more active 
members we have, the bigger our voice is within the local community.  
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  whole 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? no 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route? probably the whole thing 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? no 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets= this would be good but not necessary. 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas=maybe just park benches/tables etc. 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I really think Mackenzie frenzy should be maintained a lot more I mean the 
big switch back could use a big berm so you can rail it and the dirt is 
constantly being washed away from important areas. It would also be good to 
have a quality trail up near picnic point or somewhere around there. A lot 
more water taps that are drinkable on trails would be goo like one at each 
end and one in the middle. I hope this information helps you out. 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …whole route 
  
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? no 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Any possibly of getting more downhll tracks in toowoomba the sport has grown 
verry large in the last 5 6 years and I think it would be a great asset to 
toowoomba to have a designated mountain bike park 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  
……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
a) yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I don’t think that I would ever use the trail. Sorry Ash.  
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
  
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average 
Toowoomba bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba 
Region. All answers provided in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions 
about this survey or about the project please feel free to email Ashlee at 
w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
  
  
1)    Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
  
2)    What is your Gender? Male / Female 
  
3)    Please circle your age bracket? 
a)    under 18  
b)    18-25   
c)    26-40   
d)    40-55 
e)    Over 55 
  
4)    Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
  
5)    Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
  
6)    How often do you ride your bike? 
a)    Once a week 
b)    Once a month 
c)    Once in 6 months 
d)    Once a year 
e)    Never 
  
7)    Why do you ride your bike? 
a)    Fitness 
b)    Social 
c)    Transport 
d)    Recreation 
  
8)    Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. 
Other:………… 
  
9)    If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a)    Cross Country / Recreational 
b)    Downhill 
c)    Freeride 
  
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional 
Council website?   Yes / No 
  
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
  
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you 
use it?  Yes / No 
  
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  I would use it as a 
scenic bike ride……………………………………….. 
  
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)    Toowoomba to Highfields 
b)    Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
  
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)    On-road 
b)    Off-road 
c)    Both are fine 
  
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? YES 
  
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)    Easy  
b)    Moderate 
c)    Hard 
  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
  
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)    Terrain 
b)    Length of trail 
c)    Trail surface 
  
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)    Water Taps 
b)    Toilets 
c)    Shops – COFFEE SHOPS!!! 
d)    Accommodation 
e)    Car parking 
f)     Tourist attractions 
g)    Parks & picnic areas 
  
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba 
Regional Council area? 
  
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………R 30;……… 
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………R 30;……… 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
  
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba 
bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided 
in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project 
please feel free to email Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
  
1)      Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes 
 2)      What is your Gender? Male 
 3)      Please circle your age bracket? 
a)      Over 55 
 4)      Can you ride a bike?    Yes 
 5)      Do you own a bike?   Yes      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 6)      How often do you ride your bike? 
a)      Once a week  (many actually) 
 7)      Why do you ride your bike? 
a)      Fitness 
b)      Transport 
8)      Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain    
 9)      If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
 General around town only 
 10)  Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council 
website?   No 
11)  If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes  
 12)  If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  
Yes  
13)  Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Small most likely – perhaps a 
once off whole route……………………………………….. 
  
14)  Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)      Toowoomba to Highfields 
 15)  Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)      Both are fine 
 16)  Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  Yes 
 17)  What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)      Easy  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
18)  What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)      Terrain 
19)  What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)      Water Taps 
b)      Toilets 
c)      Parks & picnic areas 
  
20)  Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
  
My interest is probably more aligned with cycling within the city for 
workers and commuters to reduce car usage -still sooo much to be done 
within the city – good to see that a start has been made – a good cycle 
way to Highfields would  encourage some enthusiastic commuters to 
use bicycles – I see the idea of a cycle way to Crows Nest as more of a 
recreational/tourist thing  - also a great idea. 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average 
Toowoomba bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba 
Region. All answers provided in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions 
about this survey or about the project please feel free to email Ashlee at 
w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
                                        
  
1)      Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes /  
  
2)      What is your Gender?  / Female 
  
3)      Please circle your age bracket? 
a)        
b)        
c)        
d)      40-55 
  
  
4)      Can you ride a bike?    Yes /  
  
5)      Do you own a bike?   Yes /      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
  
6)      How often do you ride your bike? 
a)      Once a week 
  
7)      Why do you ride your bike? 
a)      Fitness 
b)      Social 
c)      Transport 
d)      Recreation 
  
8)      Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a b. Road   :………… 
  
9)      If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a)      Cross Country / Recreational 
b)      Downhill 
c)      Freeride 
  
10)  Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional 
Council website?   Yes /  
  
11)  If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes /  
  
12)  If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you 
use it?  Yes /  
  
13)  Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …probably us it 
recreationally on weekends.…………………………………….. 
  
14)  Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)      Toowoomba to Highfields 
b)      Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
  
15)  Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)      Both are fine 
  
16)  Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? yes 
  
17)  What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)      Easy  
b)      Moderate 
  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
  
18)  What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)      Terrain 
  
19)  What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)      Water Taps 
b)      Toilets 
c)      Shops 
d)      Tourist attractions 
e)      Parks & picnic areas 
  
20)  Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba 
Regional Council area? 
  
Would love to see cycle trails in a few directions from Toowoomba. Good on you. Hope 
it goes well.……………………………………………… 
 
> From: w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au 
> To: marionelvery@hotmail.com 
> Subject: Re: bike survey 
> Date: Fri, 26 Sep 2008 10:16:08 +1100 
>  
> Hi Marion, 
>  
> Thank you for emailing me the survey. For some reason it has 
> come through without any answers. Would you mind completing 
> it again and perhaps deleting the answers that aren't 
> relevant to you. 
>  
> Kind Regards, 
>  
> Ashlee 
>  
> > Toowoomba Region Bike Tour 
> > Plan Survey 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > This survey is being conducted as 
> > part of a final year engineering project run through the 
> > University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a 
> > profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
> > demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All 
> > answers provided in this survey are anonymous If you have 
> > any questions about this survey or about the project 
> > please feel free to email Ashlee at 
> > w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 1)  
> > Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region? Yes / No 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 2)  
> > What is your Gender? Male / Female 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 3)  
> > Please circle your age bracket? 
> >  
> > a)  
> > under 18  
> > < br>> > b)  
> > 18-25  
> >  
> > c)  
> > 26-40  
> >  
> > d) 40-55 
> >  
> > e)  
> > Over 55 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 4) Can you 
> > ride a bike? Yes / No 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 5)  
> > Do you own a bike?  
> > Yes / No (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 6)  
> > How often do you ride your bike? 
> >  
> > a) Once a week 
> >  
> > b)  
> > Once a month 
> >  
> > c)  
> > Once in 6 months 
> >  
> > d)  
> > Once a year 
> >  
> > e)  
> > Never 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 7)  
> > Why do you ride your bike? 
> >  
> > a) Fitness 
> >  
> > b) Social 
> >  
> > c) Transport 
> >  
> > d) Recreation 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 8)  
> > Please circle the type of bike you ride: a. Mountain b. 
> > Road c. BMX d. Other:………… 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 9)  
> > If you ride a mountain bike what type do you 
> > undertake? 
> >  
> > a)  
> > Cross Country / Recreational 
> >  
> > b)  
> > Downhill 
> >  
> > c)  
> > Freeride 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 10) Are you 
> > aware of the current cycle routes available on the 
> > Toowoomba Regional Council website? Yes / No 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 11) If you were 
> > aware of a designated bike trail would you use it? Yes 
> > / No 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 12) If a bike 
> > trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s 
> Nest 
> > would you use it? Yes / No 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 13) Would you 
> > use the whole route or a small section if the route?  
> > …probably us it recreationally on 
> > weekends.…………………………………….. 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 14) Which section 
> > of the route would you more likely use? 
> >  
> > a)  
> > Toowoomba to Highfields 
> >  
> > b)  
> > Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 15) Do you 
> > have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
> >  
> > a)  
> > On-road 
> >  
> > b)  
> > Off-road 
> >  
> > c) Both are fine 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 16) Do traffic 
> > volumes discourage you from riding your bike? yes 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 17) What 
> > dif ficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
> >  
> > a) Easy  
> >  
> > b) Moderate 
> >  
> > c)  
> > Hard 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > For the 
> > following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 18) What 
> > defines the difficulty level for you?  
> >  
> > a) Terrain 
> >  
> > b)  
> > Length of trail 
> >  
> > c)  
> > Trail surface 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 19) What type 
> > of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
> >  
> > a)  
> > Water Taps 
> >  
> > b) Toilets 
> >  
> > c) Shops 
> >  
> > d)  
> > Accommodation 
> >  
> > e)  
> > Car parking 
> >  
> > f) Tourist attractions 
> >  
> > g) Parks & picnic areas 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > 20) Do you 
> > have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities 
> > in the Toowoomba Regional Council area? 
> >  
> >  
> >  
> > Would 
> > love to see cycle trails in a few directions from 
> > Toowoomba. Good on you. Hope it goes 
> > 
> 
well.…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………… ……………………… 
> > 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey  
  
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba 
bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided 
in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project 
please feel free to email Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
  
  
1)      Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
  
2)      What is your Gender? Male 
  
3)      Please circle your age bracket? 
a)      under 18 
  
4)      Can you ride a bike?    Yes 
  
5)      Do you own a bike?   Yes 
  
  
6)      How often do you ride your bike? 
a)      Once a week – more then once a week 
  
7)      Why do you ride your bike? 
a)      Fitness 
b)      Social 
c)      Transport 
d)      Recreation 
e)     All of the above 
  
8)      Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
  
9)      If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a)      Cross Country / Recreational 
b)     Downhill 
c)      Freeride 
d)     4x 
  
10)  Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council 
website?   Yes 
  
11)  If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Possibly 
  
12)  If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  
Yes 
  
13)  Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route? All 
  
14)  Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)      Toowoomba to Highfields 
b)      Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
c)      Both 
  
15)  Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)      On-road 
b)     Off-road 
c)      Both are fine 
  
16)  Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
no 
17)  What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)      Easy  
b)      Moderate 
c)      Hard 
  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
  
18)  What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)      Terrain 
b)      Length of trail 
c)      Trail surface 
  
19)  What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)      Water Taps 
b)      Toilets 
c)      Shops 
d)      Accommodation 
e)      Car parking 
f)        Tourist attractions 
g)      Parks & picnic areas 
  
20)  Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba 
Regional Council area? 
  
Give us more tracks!!!! 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey  
  
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average 
Toowoomba bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba 
Region. All answers provided in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions 
about this survey or about the project please feel free to email Ashlee at 
w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
  
  
1)      Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
  
2)      What is your Gender? Male / Female 
  
3)      Please circle your age bracket? 
a)      under 18  
b)      18-25   
c)      26-40   
d)      40-55 
e)      Over 55 
  
4)      Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
  
5)      Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
  
6)      How often do you ride your bike? 
a)      Once a week 
b)      Once a month 
c)      Once in 6 months 
d)      Once a year 
e)      Never 
  
7)      Why do you ride your bike? 
a)      Fitness 
b)      Social 
c)      Transport 
d)     Recreation 
  
8)      Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. 
Other:………… 
  
9)      If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a)      Cross Country / Recreational 
b)     Downhill 
c)      Freeride 
  
10)  Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional 
Council website?   Yes / No 
  
11)  If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
  
12)  If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you 
use it?  Yes / No 
  
13)  Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  It really depends on 
what kind of track it was. If it was to be a cross country dirt track all the way from 
Toowoomba to Crows nest I’m sure I would use the whole 
track……………………………………….. 
  
14)  Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)      Toowoomba to Highfields 
b)      Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
  
15)  Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)      On-road 
b)     Off-road 
c)      Both are fine 
  
16)  Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes and no. what I 
believe discourages people from riding on the road is the abuse they cop from 
drivers! 
  
17)  What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)      Easy  
b)     Moderate 
c)      Hard 
  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
  
18)  What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)      Terrain 
b)      Length of trail 
c)      Trail surface 
  
19)  What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)      Water Taps 
b)      Toilets 
c)      Shops 
d)      Accommodation 
e)      Car parking 
f)        Tourist attractions 
g)      Parks & picnic areas 
  
20)  Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba 
Regional Council area? 
  
The Toowoomba Council and the Toowoomba mountain bike club have worked really 
well to get the legalization of the downhill and 4x track. But I personally think the 
Toowoomba council need to provide more skate parks and recreational places for people 
to ride, yes they have chalk drive and the skate park at Wilsinton but they rest of 
Toowoomba is left out!  
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at    w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes  
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Three times a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No If it was fun 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
If it was fun 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Both. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
c) Both 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
The Toowoomba region has very basic designated Mountain Bike facilities 
that have had very little to no thought put into them (except the club Cross 
Country Track). They do not cater for what Mountain Bike riders want and are 
not attractive to learners. More facilities need to be created that attract people 
into the sport. Also more facilities are required for the more experienced 
riders. The is a real opportunity for the region to create some great trails that 
will attract riders from all over the South East and abroad. This obviously has 
benefits for both the health of the general community and a increase in 
tourism.  There would also be flow on benefits for local businesses that cater 
for bike riders.  
 
For example I travel to New Zealand every year just to go Mountain Bike 
Riding as the facilities they have are amazing. Nearly every major town has 
some form of facility for Mountain Bike Riders.  I am interested in assisting in 
increasing such facilities in and around Toowoomba should you wish to 
contact 
me..……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
  
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the 
University of Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba 
bicycle rider and the demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided 
in this survey are anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project 
please feel free to email Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
  
  
1)      Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
  
2)      What is your Gender?  Female 
  
3)      Please circle your age bracket? 
a)        
b)      26-40   
  
4)      Can you ride a bike?    Yes 
  
5)      Do you own a bike?   Yes      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
  
6)      How often do you ride your bike? 
a)      Once a week 
  
7)      Why do you ride your bike? 
a)      Fitness 
8)        
9)      Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. b. Road    
  
10)  If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a)      Cross Country / Recreational 
b)      Downhill 
c)      Freeride 
  
11)  Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council 
website?   Yes  
  
12)  If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes If it was suited to road 
bikes 
  
13)  If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  
Yes  
  
14)  Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  
whole……………………………………….. 
  
15)  Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a)      Toowoomba to Highfields 
b)      Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
  
16)  Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a)      On-road 
  
17)  Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?yes 
  
18)  What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a)      Hard 
  
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
  
19)  What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a)      Length of trail 
  
20)  What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a)      Water Taps 
b)      Toilets 
  
21)  Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes  
 
2) What is your Gender? Male 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
26-40   
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes  
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes       (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week (2-3 times) 
 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain 
 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes  
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes  
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …the while route…. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) Off-road 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? 
YES 
 17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
 
a) Moderate 
b) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) None (just a good trail) 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Toowoomba has ideal topography for creating fantastic mountain bike trails.  
There could be significant economic benefits through tourism if a major 
maintaining biking scene was created in this region.  All we need is trail 
development and the rest will follow. 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes!!!! / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Probably more often just 
Toowooma – Highfields, but possibly the whole lot……………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes! 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Any possibility of getting permission to put more downhill tracks in the 
Toowoomba region. Eg making the entire Jubilee Park a mountain bike park  
;) But definitely the Toowoomba – Highfields track will be great!! Gives 
another option to riding next to the traffic (the sole reason I do not ride from 
Tmba to Hf at the moment) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Small section.…………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? In winter when visibility is reduced 
however this is not a problem during other times of the year. 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
Why doesn’t question 19 include bicycle parking facilities? The Toowoomba 
region seems to have a lack of facilities for secure bike parking and 
extending cycle lanes out of town is also a good idea.  There doesn’t seem to 
be much in the way of cycling facilities on the outskirts of town (in any 
direction) and certainly from outlying areas such as Westbrook it is very 
unfriendly terrain as there isn’t enough road shouldering to cater for cyclists.  
At least on our northern approaches there seems to be a larger shoulder to 
the road to encourage 
cyclists.………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …Probably all 
…………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  Sometimes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  More heavy vehicles 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
What about cycle paths to the south and west of Toowoomba connecting Westbrook, 
Kingsthorpe etc 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) (More than) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No / Maybe 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes – if 
it was suitable for a road bike and well maintained / No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  …The whole 
route…………………………………….. 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike?  I would not ride on the main road 
between Highfields and Crows Nest unless there was a suitable shoulder or designated bike lane. 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface  
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail?  
 None – facilities not required for distances less than 50kms. 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…Council could assist with public awareness of cyclists’ rights to use the 
roads (thereby improving safety for cyclists) by appropriate signage, etc. 
For example, I believe the South Australian government ran a “Play Fair – 
Share the Road” campaign some years ago.  It may be worth investigating! 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / 
No 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Small Section 
……………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? Yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes/No 
 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  ……………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? No 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes / No 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male / Female 
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes / No 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes / No      (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week – about 3 times or more a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b. Road   c. BMX  d. Other:………… 
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes / No 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes / No 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes / No 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  whole 
route……………………………………….. 
 14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? yes 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface 
 
19) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? 
a) Water Taps 
b) Toilets 
c) Shops 
d) Accommodation 
e) Car parking 
f) Tourist attractions 
g) Parks & picnic areas 
 
20) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
 
I don’t think the facilities for a bike trail are that important – It would be great if we even had such trails. 
 
We really need a velodrome in Toowoomba.  The one we have is too dangerous to race on and 
cannot be fixed – apparently. 
 
A Crtiterium track would go some way to keeping large groups of cyclists from racing (as opposed to 
normal riding) on the public roads 
 
.……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Toowoomba Region Bike Tour Plan Survey 
 
This survey is being conducted as part of a final year engineering project run through the University of 
Southern Queensland. It aims to develop a profile of the average Toowoomba bicycle rider and the 
demand for cycling facilities in the Toowoomba Region. All answers provided in this survey are 
anonymous. If you have any questions about this survey or about the project please feel free to email 
Ashlee at w0040997@mail.connect.usq.edu.au. 
 
 
1) Are you a resident of Toowoomba Region?     Yes 
 
2) What is your Gender? Male  
 
3) Please circle your age bracket? 
a) under 18  
b) 18-25   
c) 26-40   
d) 40-55, 51 years 
e) Over 55 
 
4) Can you ride a bike?    Yes 
 
5) Do you own a bike?   Yes     (If “No” please skip to question 10) 
 
6) How often do you ride your bike? 
a) Once a week, depending on time of year, between every work day to once a week 
b) Once a month 
c) Once in 6 months 
d) Once a year 
e) Never 
 
7) Why do you ride your bike? 
a) Fitness 
b) Social 
c) Transport, always transport 
d) Recreation 
 
8) Please circle the type of bike you ride:  a. Mountain   b.Road bike, my dad’s 12 speed, not flash   c. 
BMX  
 
9) If you ride a mountain bike what type do you undertake? 
a) Cross Country / Recreational 
b) Downhill 
c) Freeride 
 
10) Are you aware of the current cycle routes available on the Toowoomba Regional Council website?   
Yes 
 
11) If you were aware of a designated bike trail would you use it?     Yes 
 
12) If a bike trail were made available between Toowoomba & Crow’s Nest would you use it?  Yes 
 
13) Would you use the whole route or a small section if the route?  Section from Tmba city to Mt 
Kynoch 
 
14) Which section of the route would you more likely use? 
a) Toowoomba to Highfields 
b) Highfields to Crow’s Nest 
 
15) Do you have a preference for on-road or off-road trails? 
a) On-road 
b) Off-road 
c) Both are fine, both fine 
 
16) Do traffic volumes discourage you from riding your bike? See (20) below 
 
17) What difficulty level would you prefer in a bike trail? 
a) Easy  
b) Moderate, transport rider wants to get from A to B 
c) Hard 
 
For the following questions you may circle more than one answer: 
 
18) What defines the difficulty level for you?  
a) Terrain 
b) Length of trail 
c) Trail surface, smooth gravel-free surface 
 
d) What type of Facilities do you consider important to a bike trail? Not for me 
 
19) Do you have any other comments about cycling or cycle facilities in the Toowoomba Regional 
Council area? 
As a commuter, I am looking for safe passage through traffic lights, safe 
crossing of T-intersections, I want to see all road users comply with the traffic 
code, I expect to give courtesy and receive courtesy. 
 
If there are parked cars I ride a little differently.  In the sections where there 
are two lanes, different from one lane.  Where I’m scanning for vehicles. 
 
Gravel across intersections 
Concrete obstructions across the intersection across the road from the Blue  
Mountain Hotel. 
 
I could give you an inch-by-inch appraisal of the route I take from Murphy’s 
Creek Road to the City if you like. 
 
Good luck, Henry Wells, ph 4630 8863 
31 Murphy’s Creek Road  
Blue Mountain Heights 
 




























































































